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Composed and Arranged by Richard DeRosa

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

1) This is a funk-style chart. Essentially the sixteenth notes are swung to create a ‘bouncy’ groove that features
many rhythmic anticipations. The rhythm section parts are written out to insure proper cohesion melodically and
rhythmically and serve to create a unique identity for the arrangement. For the horns, articulations are critical to
the feeling of the music. Students should respect all written articulations and strive to perform their parts in good
rhythmic precision. To achieve this, players should subdivide each beat with four ‘bouncy’ sixteenths. A fun
technique to do is to have the students say “yabba-dabba” on each beat (think Fred Flintstone). Vocal practice
will unify the band’s groove after which the students will naturally internalize this pattern when performing. In all
of the previous aspects, students may benefit most to listen to how their parts sound and then incorporate these
concepts when reading.

2) The improvisation section at Letter D is designed so that the improviser can perform the blues scale
(F-Ab-Bb-B-C-Eb concert key) over the harmonies. Backgrounds can be layered to create a gradual build behind a
soloist or certain sections may be used as a contrasting color behind a soloist (for example: trombone
backgrounds behind a sax solo). If the guitarist is the last soloist, this helps the horns rest a bit in preparation for
their next ensemble passage.

3) Finally, it is so important to capture the right personality when playing in this style. Dig in; be sassy and
confident but don’t blast horns or rush the tempo. Let the title remind you to be ‘hip’ and ‘play it cool’.

Richard DeRosa
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