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AMAZING Gieace

Traditional - Arranged by Richard DeRosa

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

This chart is a great contrast number that everyone will appreciate. The well-known theme is given a stylistic
treatment that offers a unique combination of beauty and energy. The opening chorale retains the original
reverent quality but with a more interesting harmonic and contrapuntal texture. The next section begins with a
buoyant but relaxed samba. Various melodic lines are layered here to create an interesting contrapuntal
panorama that is superimposed over the repeated chord pattern. The next section features the pianist
improvising on the chord pattern. The horn backgrounds are again layered to create a subtle build for the
pianist that culminates in a broad and climactic ensemble passage. As the band winds down, the pianist
re-emerges for some final commentary, supported by delicate horn textures that culminate in a quiet and
graceful ending.

It is most important to retain timbral beauty along with a smooth and streamlined rhythmic feeling. Don't
overblow or use excessive dynamic levels to achieve intensity. Instead, let the melodic lines soar gracefully
over the rhythm section. Guitar timbre should be clean. Electric bass is acceptable but perform at a warm and
quiet dynamic level. The pianist should improvise in a way that offers soaring energy but with reflection and
beauty. The drummer should avoid excessive fills (especially bombastic ones) and, instead, provide a solid
undercurrent of rhythm.

Rich DeRosa
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