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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most pop-
ular and prolific composers in America today. He
has over 600 publications in print with the majority
composed and arranged through his long associ-
ation with Warner Bros. Publications and the Bel-
win catalog.

Mr. Smith's credits include many compositions and
productions inall areas of the music field. His orig-
inal works for winds and percussion have been
programmed by countless military, university, high
school, and middie schooi bands throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South
America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 {The
QOdyssey}, Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song
and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational composi-
tions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have
become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith's music has received extensive airplay on major network television
as well asinclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles
such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston
Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to schoo! bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conduc-
tor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North
America, Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been
recorded by various ensembles and is availabie on CD and download through
Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEO of RWS Music Company, exclusively distrib-
uted through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music
industry program at Troy University in Troy. Alabama. His teaching responsi-
bilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.

PROGRAM NOTES

The word “hope” is defined as the desire, belief and expectation that some-
thing good will happen in our lives. We are proud to present our musicat
statement of Hope, a lyrical work by composer Robert W. Smith. The warmth
and beauty of this flowing melody will stay in your heart and mind forever.
From the opening solo to the full band melodic statements that follow, Hope
takes us on a warm and beautiful musical journey of reflection and promise.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The opening solo should be very expressive. When 1 perform the piece, |
give the soloist freedom in the first four measures. 1 begin conducting in
measure 5 with the maliet/keyboard percussion entrance. | have cued the
solo in the alto saxophone and trumpet to alfow performance options based
on your personnel and performance environment.

Please pay particular attention to the dynamic shaping throughout. {have
liberally notated phrase shapings. However, please fee! free to interpret
based on your musical preferences.

The clarinets should have presence beginning in measure 18. The trumpet
solo should also have presence beginning in measure 22. The low register
of this solo in intended. Please strive for a warm and effortless sound in this
little used register of the frumpet. Please adjust the balance between trum-
pet and accompaniment accordingly.

Please note the ritardando beginning in measure 43. Feel free to maximize
this effect leading to the release of the sustain in measure 45.

The small ensemble statements beginning at measure 47 should be bal-
anced within the choir. In addition, the choirs should be balanced with each
other to insure momentum leading to the last phrase. The final melodic
phrase is presented by the maliet/keyboard percussion. The bells/vibes
should be clearly audible with the band’s release on their last note.

I hope that you and the band find Hope to be a rewarding musical experi-
ence. Best wishes for a wonderfui performance!
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Conductor Score Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)
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With Warmth
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