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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most pop-
ular and protific composers in America today. He
has over 600 publications in print with the majority
composed and arranged through his long associ-
ation with Warner Bros. Publications and the Bel-
win catalog.

Mr. Smith's credits include many compositions and
productions in all areas of the music field. His orig-
inal works for winds and percussion have been
programmed by countiess military, university, high
school, and middie schooi bands throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South
America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The
Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song
and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational composi-
tions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have
become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith's music has received extensive airplay on major network television
as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles
such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston
Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conduc-
tor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North
America, Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been
recorded by various ensembles and is availabie on CD and download through
Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEC of RWS Music Company, exclusively distrib-
uted through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music
Industry program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsi-
bilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.

PROGRAM NOTE

Composed for the United States Air Force Academy Band, Aces celebrates
those who command the skies. Beginning with a brilliant fanfare, Acestakes
the listener on an incredible journey exploring the mystery, intensity and
beauty of the heavens and those who dream to soar the skies. .

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The piano plays a crucial role throughout the piece. Please insure the place-
ment of the piano in the concert band setting atlows for presence throughout
(ex. measure 39.)

The ritardando in measures 14-15 should be very dramatic. The timpani
should be very prominent.

Piease note the cued soloist options beginning at measure 17. if an English
Horn is not available, the clarinet would be preferred.

Dynamic intensity and contrast are a priority throughout. Please adjust the
notated dynamics as required for your particular instrumentation.

The bowed tam/gong effect beginning at measure 86 should be very promi-
nent. Please ask the player to explore various timbres. As an option, you
may wish to use a gong and tam if equipment allows. In addition, please
feel free to improvise additional bowed effects (ad. lib.} based on your equip-
ment and performance venue.

The dissonant crescendo leading into measure 120 should be drastically
shaped with a natural arrival at the sforzando. The dumbek (opt. bongo)
beginning in measure 124 should be clearly audible and drive the ac-
celerando. The accelerando/crescendo shouid build to the return of the fan-
fare in measure 132.

The “jet flyover” effect notated in the last two bars should be generated with
a prerecorded audio file. The sound of flyover (a single jet or squadron of
jets) is readily available on the internet and in most sound effects libraries.
I suggest triggering the effect with a digital player connected to the house
sound system. A stereo file would be preferred, providing a left to right sur-
round sound effect for the audience.

I hope that you and the band find Aces to be an enjoyabie and rewarding
musical experience. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!
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