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9 Scenes Historical

Sheridan’s Ride

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA
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Scenes Histoncal

SHERIDAN’S RIDE

By John Philip Sousa
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SYNOPSIS.

Waiting for the Bugle.
“We wait for the bugle, the night dews are cold,
The limbs of the soldiers feel jaded and old,
The field of our bivouac is windy and bare,
There is lead in our joints, there is frost in our hair,
The future is veiled and its fortunes unknown,
And we lie with hushed breath till the bugle is blown.,”

The Attack.

‘Up from the South at break of day,
Bringing to Winchester fresh dismay,
The afrighted air with a shudder bore,
Like a herald in haste, to the chieftain’s door,
The terrible grumble and rumble and roar,
Telling the battle was on once more—
And Sheridan twenty miles away.”

The Death of Thoburn.
*But bear me first to yonder grassy sod,
Whence I can turn my eyes upon the fight,
Gently, Now leave me alone with God,
And go you back to battle for the right.”

The Coming of Sheridan.

“Far away in the rear was heard cheer after cheer.
Were reinforcements coming? Yes.
Phil Sheridan was coming, and he was a host!
The first that the general saw was groups )
Of stragglers, and then the retreating troops.
What was done? What to do? A glance told them both.’

- . . - - ]

“He dashed down the line 'mid a storm of huzzas, .
And the way of retreat checked its course there because
The sight of the master compelled it to pause.
With foam and with dust the black charger was gray
By the flash of his eye and nostrils’ play
He seemed to the whole great army to say,

'] have brought you, Sheridan, all the way
From Winchester down to save the day.”

The Apotheosis:—

“Hurrah! Hurrah! for Sheridan!
Hurrah! Hurrah! for horse and man{
And when their statues are placed on high,
Under the dome of the Union sky,
The American soldiers Temple of Fame,
There, with the glorious General’s name,
Be it said in letters gold and bright,
Here is the steed that saved the day,
By carrying Sheridan into the fight
From Winchester—twenty miles away.”
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