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DODECAPHONIC SET
by William P. Latham

NOTE: This is a “set” (Old English for **Suite’’) of five pieces, as derived from a

basic ‘“'set"” (row or series) of twelve tones. The set, in either sense of the word, is
therefore “‘dodecaphonic’ (Greek for ‘‘twelve-tone’)

The order of the basic set (S) and its related forms (inversion = |, retrograde = R,
retrograde inversion = RI) is shown as follows:
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All the vertical sonorites (chords) and linearities {melodies) were derived from
S,I,R,RI and some of their transpositions. The suite is therefore “serial”’ with
respect to pitches. Rhythms and expressive markings, while not serialized, were
suggested by vertical (harmonic) and horizontal (melodic) manipulations of the set.

As yet, serial music has had limited acceptance in school band literature, despite
the fact that the Schoenbergian technigue of composition with twelve tones ‘‘related
only to each other"” has been widely used in other media during nearly half a
century. This basic tool of many composers cannot be ignored. It has been demon-
strated repeatedly that the young musicians in today’s schools are attracted to the
“‘new sounds’’ and new techniques of contemporary music. Moreover, it becomes
increasingly evident that their ability to perform and comprehend ““modern music'’
has advanced enormously and, in some instances, surpasses that of their teachers.
At the school level, the band is a potent force in the cultural environment. It can
and should provide direct experiences with all types of serious music of today.

William P. Latham

C. L. BARNHOUSE CO.

Music Publishers, Oskaloosa, lowa
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