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INSTRUMENTATION Larry Neeck — the arranger
Full Gonductor SCore ...t 1 Larry Neeck is an internationally recognized composer, with
PICCOIO . .o 1 more than one hundred works for concert band and jazz
Flute ..o 10 ensemble published by C.L. Barnhouse Company. As a com-
Oboe ... B 2 poser, he has been commissioned numerous times to write for
IstBb Clarinet ..o 6 concert band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra, and often works
2ndBb Clarinet ... 6 as a guest conductor and clinician. Annually, he receives
BbBass Clarnet ... ...t e 2 ASCAP awards for his compositionS.
BaSS00N L. 2
1st Eb Alto Saxophone ... 3 His CDs, “Swing Machine,” recorded by the Studio “A” Big
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone ... ... i 3 Band, and “Midnight Escape,” recorded by the Washington
Bb Tenor Saxophone . ........ ... ... ... L 2 Winds are available from Walking Frog Records. His music
Eb Baritone Saxophone ....... ... ... 1 has also been heard on PBS television.
TstBb Trumpet .. ... 5
2nd Bb Trumpet ... . 5 Mr. Neeck holds a B.A. in Music from the University of Pittsburgh, and an M.M. in
FHOM 4 Music Education from the Eastman School of Music. He is a member of the
Trombone . .. 6 American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), Music
Euphonium (Baritone) BC ... ... o 2 Educators National Conference (MENC), New York State School Music
Euphonium (Baritone) TC . ... ... .. ot 2 Association (NYSSMA), and the New York State Band Directors Association (NYS-
TUDE ottt e e 4 BDA).
Bells 2
TIMPANT © oottt e e 1 In addition to composing, Mr. Neeck teaches instrumental music in the Webster
Snare Drum, Bass DIUM .o v e oo e e e e e e 3 (NY) Central School District. He directs concert bands, jazz ensembles, and is co-
Crash Cymbals, Triangle ... ... ... ... /. 0. e . ... ... Pl founder and director of the Willink Middle School Student/Parent Band.

Orpheus Overture

This arrangement of Offenbach’s famous overture to his opera “Orpheus in the
Underworld” is intended to provide enjoyment to performers and audiences: Strive
to play fortissimo (ff) with a full, solid sound, good intonation, and not overblown,
as younger players tend to overplay at places like m. 21-28, for example. Also
work to play softly (such as m. 11-15) with the appropriate articulations, and still
maintain tempo. Be aware of the sudden shifts from fortissimo to piano (m. 112-
127, for example), which occur throughout the piece.

The Allegretto section, m. 43-82, should be well paced, and not too slow. Treat
the lyrical themes in this section as if they were solos, balancing the melody with
the accompaniment. Be aware of places where the melody changes from sec-
tion to section, keeping the melody prominent and the accompaniment secondary.

In general, paying careful attention to the details--dynamics, articulations, and
phrasing--will help your band achieve a musical and dramatic performance. You
will especially need to spend time rehearsing staccatos and accents, so that they
sound uniformly consistent throughout the entire ensemble.

| hope you and your musicians enjoy rehearsing and performing Orpheus
Overture.

- Larry Neeck

CD Recording Available

WFR385
THE ADVENTURE BEGINS!
Washington Winds, Edward Petersen, conductor
CONTENTS: The Adventure Begins! (Matt Conaway), The Spirit
of the Solitary Defender (Lisa Galvin), Liberty Fleet March (Karl
L. King / arr. James Swearingen), Factory Riffs (Matt
Conaway), Orpheus Overture (Jacques Offenbach / arr. Larry
Neeck), Beyond the Cosmos (David Shaffer), Oh, What Fun! -
The Ultimate Christmas March (James Swearingen), A Song of Goodbye (Andrew
Glover), Fury Of The Gods (Rob Romeyn), Saxes On The Seas (Matt GConaway), O
Come All Ye Faithful (arr. Paul Clark), The Siege of Arundel (Jonathan McBride), Chain
Reaction (David Shaffer), Rock The Halls With Drums And Cowbel| (Ed Huckeby),
Pembroke Castle (Ed Huckeby), Fly-By! (Matt Conaway), In Search of the Lost Ship
ﬁames Swearingen), The Trombone King (Karl L. King / arr. Andrew Glover), The
eart of Christmas éRab Romeyn), Visions of Glory (David Shaffer), Three Irish
Folksongs (Anne McGinty)

Gems of the Concert Band Series

A series of transcriptions and other works in varying styles, representative of the
programming of the great American Classic Concert Band era of a century ago,
as exemplified by John Philip Sousa, Edwin Franko Goldman, Kar!l L. King, and
Leonard B. Smith
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