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PROGRAM NOTES

It's 1897 in New York City. A young girl writes to the editor of the New
York Sun questioning the existence of Santa Claus. The classic edito-
rial response "Yes, Virginia" has charmed generations of families dur-
ing the yuletide season. Robert W. Smith has set this inspiring text to
music for the concert band. Yes, Virginia, There Is A Santa Claus
reminds us all of the wonders of the holiday season as seen through a
child's eyes!

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The arrangement consists of holiday classic melodies that should be
quick to prepare. However, please allow ample rehearsal time with your
narrator to insure the timing and dramatic effect of the text to music.

Note the narrator’s pace will need to quicken atm. 49. If necessary, feel
free to adjust the musical tempo to accommodate the narrator’s per-
formance. This section can be performed as slow as m.m. =112. Inm.
88, the narrator should deliver the final lines in the measures as notat-
ed to insure the interaction between the text and musical fanfare fig-
ures. Again, feel free to adjust tempo based on your musical perform-
ance situation.

I hope that Yes, Virginia, There Is A Santa Claus will find a place in your
regular holiday repertoire. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!

St

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular
and prolific composers of concert band and orches-
tral literature in America today. He has over 600 pub-
lications in print with the majority composed and
arranged through his long association with Warner
Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith's credits include many compositions and
productions in all areas of the music field. His orig-
inal works for winds and percussion have been pro-
grammed by countless military, university, high
school, and middle school bands throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South
America and Asia. His Symphony #1' (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2
(The Odyssey) and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received world-
wide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such as The Tempest,
Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for devel-
oping bands throughout the world. His numerous works for orchestras of all lev-
els are currently some of the most popular repertoire available today. His music
has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in
multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles such as the United States
Navy Band and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting.

As a conductor and clinician, Mr. Smith has performed throughout the United
States, Canada, Japan, Europe and Australia. He is the principal conductor of the
American Symphonic Winds and the American Festival Philharmonic Orchestra,
professional recording ensembles based in Washington D. C. He has recently
completed production of Symphony No. 3 (Don Quixote), the fourth in a series
of compact disc recordings of his best-known works for concert band. In addition,
he is co-creator of the Expressions Music Curriculum. This comprehensive Pre-K
through 12 music program includes Band Expressions, an innovative new
approach to teaching music through the band.

Mr. Smith is the Vice President of Product Development and is an exclusive com-
poser for the C. L. Barnhouse Company and Walking Frog Records. In addition,
he is currently teaching in the Music Industry program at Troy University in Troy,
Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, produc-
tion, publishing and business.
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VOYAGE TO THE EDGE
OF THE WORLD

The Washington Winds
Edward Petersen - Conductor
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Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no
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Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus? Virginia O’Hanlon
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#1. Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a
skeptical age. The do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be which is
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certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and

#2. Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
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no Santa Claus! It would be dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood

a tempo

you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were
.F.
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fills the world would be extinguished.

Brightly! J

#3. Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in
fairies. You might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the
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Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there

chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if you
did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove?
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is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on
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#4. You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a

unseeable in the world.
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veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could
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tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond.
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Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.
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tr

#5. No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives and lives forever.
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A thousand years from

div.
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now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.
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