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Program Notes

FAVOR AND TREASURE is an original work for band written for Col. John R. Bourgeois, Director Emeritus of the United States Marine
Band, past president of the American Bandmasters Association, president of the John Philip Sousa Foundation, American vice president of
the International Military Music Society, mentor and friend, as a gift from the composer Anthony LaBounty and UNLV Director of Bands
Thomas G. Leslie.

Bourgeois joined the Marine Corps in 1956 and entered the “President’s Own” as a French hornist and arranger in 1958. Named 25th
Director of the Marine Band in 1979, he was promoted to colonel in 1983 and retired from active duty July 11, 1996. As Director of “The
President’s Own,” Bourgeois was Music Advisor to the White House. He selected the musical program and directed the band on its
traditional place of honor at the U.S. Capitol for four Presidential inaugurations, a Marine Band tradition dating to 1801. He regularly
conducted the Marine Band and the Marine Chamber Orchestra at the White House, appearing there more frequently than any other
musician in the nation. Among numerous honors and awards, Bourgeois is a recipient of the Distinguished Service Medal from President
Clinton and was hailed as “a national treasure” by Secretary of the Navy John H. Dalton.

The title of the work is a direct reference to its subject — John Bourgeois. The name John (‘Johann,” German, “Yochanan,” Hebrew) means
“Grace” or “Graciousness of God.” Grace is, by definition, unmerited favor. Treasure is, as Secretary Dalton eloquently declared, an
appellation used to help characterize the attributes and distinction earned by Bourgeois in a career apportioned at the highest levels of
artistry and service.

The composition is based upon an original main theme I lovingly name “John’s Theme” and is prominently
expounded and developed along with original sub-themes and motives. “John’s Theme™ is accompanied by
original text inpenetrably linked to the favor and treasure of all mankind:

Grace is ours from the Father, Hosanna to His holy name,
Grace is the Living Water, gifted treasure through His only Son,
Sin and guilt are overcome with power to blot all shame,
Praise and glory are His - Hallelujah! Jesus, Anointed One!

To honor Bourgeois’ suggestion to include Cajun influence, the old Cajun waltz J'ai Passe Devant Ta Porte is used, first introduced in
fragments but no more demonstratively presented than in the quasi-zydeco section of the work.

FAVOR AND TREASURE -5 completed in June 2011 and premiered in Las Vegas by the UNLV Wind Orchestra on November 17, 2011
with Col. John R. Bourgeois conducting.

Anthony LaBounty is an Associate Professor of Music at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

e

Pictured left to right: Thomas Leslie, Col. Bourgeois and Anthony LaBounty at the premiere of Favor and Treasure in Las Vegas.
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