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PROGRAM NOTES

The rhythmic interaction between parts and lines is fundamental to the
successful performance of the piece. | would suggest isolating lines
and/or instrumental choirs in each section of the piece to insure the
integrity of the rhythmic “conversation.” | also suggest positioning the
accessory percussion instruments for maximum presence and clarity.

Please insure phrase integrity and shaping throughout. In particular,
there are points where the melody is elongated over rhythmic ostinati.
As an example, the upper woodwinds beginning m. 16 present the
melody in four bar phrases. Strive for a unified interpretation. | would
suggest singing the phrase to identify and reinforce the shaping.

The build from m. 131 to the end of the piece should be carefully
shaped allowing for maximum impact in the final bars. Feel free to
adjust the dynamic levels based on your particular ensemble and
instrumentation.

| hope that you and your band enjoy preparing and performing Crush.
Best wishes for a wonderful performance!
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular
and prolific composers of concert band and orches-
tral literature in America today. He has over 600 pub-
lications in print with the majority composed and
arranged through his long association with Warner
Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith's credits include many compositions and
productions in all areas of the music field. His orig-
inal works for winds and percussion have been pro-
grammed by countless military, university, high
school, and middle school bands throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South
America and Asia. His Symphony #1' (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2
(The Odyssey) and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received world-
wide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such as The Tempest,
Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for devel-
oping bands throughout the world. His numerous works for orchestras of all lev-
els are currently some of the most popular repertoire available today. His music
has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in
multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles such as the United States
Navy Band and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout
the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting.

As a conductor and clinician, Mr. Smith has performed throughout the United
States, Canada, Japan, Europe and Australia. He is the principal conductor of the
American Symphonic Winds and the American Festival Philharmonic Orchestra,
professional recording ensembles based in Washington D. C. He has recently
completed production of Symphony No. 3 (Don Quixote), the fourth in a series
of compact disc recordings of his best-known works for concert band. In addition,
he is co-creator of the Expressions Music Curriculum. This comprehensive Pre-K
through 12 music program includes Band Expressions, an innovative new
approach to teaching music through the band.

Mr. Smith is the Vice President of Product Development and is an exclusive com-
poser for the C. L. Barnhouse Company and Walking Frog Records. In addition,
he is currently teaching in the Music Industry program at Troy University in Troy,
Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, produc-
tion, publishing and business.
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