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THE ENGULFED CATHEDRAL

From “Preludes for Piano,” Book I

Claude Debussy
Arranged by Robert Lo_ngfleld

Program Notes
The Engulfed Cathedral by Claude Debussy is

the tenth of twelve Preludes for Piano, Book 1. -

Written in the short span of two months (December
7, 1909—February 4, 1910), the Preludes reveal
the evolving unpressromst” style of the composer

during the mid-point of his composing career. Al-

though the Preludes have very descriptive, pro-
grammatic titles, . it should be noted ‘that Debussy
placed the titles at the end of each piece, perhaps to
suggest that the music is 1ntended to be considered
independent of its “program.”

The Engulfed Cathedral recalls an old Breton
legend which tells the story of the sunken Cathedral
of Ys. Once a year, when the sea is transparent and
the momning mist has cleared, the cathedral rises
from the watery depths. The tolhng of bells and the
chanting of priests can be heard. Then, slowly, the
vision is once again engulfed by the waves.

One of Debussy’s most popular works, The En-
gulfed Cathedral has been transcribed in many
different forms. In this edition it is now avallable for
the modern coricert band/wmd ensemble.

Notes to the Conductor

The Engulfed Cathedral should be played in a very

- sustained, legato style throughout. The conductor

should feel free to make use of the cues provided
and/or to limit the number of players playing at any
time to insure a proper balance of all parts. The
harp, although optlonal will add greatly in creating
an lmpresmomst sound in this transcription.

The performance ‘directions contained in the score of
The Engulfed Cathedral have been freely trans-
lated from the French. All performance directions in
brackets are those of the transcriber.

Debussy, in his own performances of The Engulfed
Cathedral (captured on piano rolls in 1913), often
took great’liberties with regard to tempo. In some
sections, contrary to any indications in the original
piano score, the tempo was actually doubled. These
sections are indicated as being [in 3] in the conduc-
tor's score. The conductor may wish to refer to the
many fine recordings of The Engulfed Cathedral ‘
which are currently available.

'ROBERT LONGFIELD

‘Robert Longfield was bomn and ralsed in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. He graduated with honors from The
University of Michigan where he studied with dJerry
Bilik and Dr. Paul Boylan and where he was a memn-
ber of the band under Dr. Wllllam D. Revelli and
George Cavender. -

From 1969 until 1986 Mr. Longﬁeld was the band’

and orchestra director at Davison High School, Davi-

son, Michigan. In 1985 he was voted "Teacher of the-
Year’ by the chhlgan School Band and Orchestra

' Assoc1ation

A member of ASCAP, Mr. Longfield’s arrangements
have been played by high school and university -
bands throughout ‘the’ United States, including per-
formances at several major bowl ‘games and the
1984 Olymplcs in Los Angeles

Mr. Longfield is currently a gxaduate student at the
University of Mlaml where’ he is studymg unth Dr. Al
fred Reed. -



THE ENGULFED CATHEDRAL

- BOO Claude Deby
Full Conductor Score : from “Preludes”, Book 1 . arr. by Robert Longtield
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