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A NORMAN ROCKWELL SUITE
By William H. Hill

PROGRAM NOTES

This composition is a musical description of four Norman Rockwell paintings. The
movements, while being contemporary in harmonic structure, are rather romantic in
melodic content. The work was commissioned by Mr. Ray Iniguez and the Centen-
nial High School Band of Pueble, Colorado,

1. THE HORSESHOE FORGING CONTEST

This movement begins with heavy chords against an antiphonal interruption
from a bass ostinato depicting the beginning of the low hammering of the two
blacksmiths in the contest. As the contest becomes more spirited, the ham-
mering becomes more intense with a final return to strong and dynamic blows
of strength.

I. LOOKING OUT TO SEA

This is a rather “folk-like” melody depicting the love of a grandfather for his
grandson and his sharing of his own ambitions and experiences with him. It
seems to suggest the far-away beckoning of distant ports and adventures, but
an even stronger attraction between the emotions of the two figures.

1. GOSSIPS

A fast and ever-lengthening motif describing in always expanded form a tale of
qossip. The movement almost becomes frantic as the characters interrupt one
another and keep adding to the story. The only time this intensity lets up at
all is in two measures near the middle of the movement when the music
seems to say “and you should have heard what they said about. . .”

. FOUR FREEDOMS

Four majestic and hymn-like melodies describing the four paintings which are
probably Rockwell's most famous. The movemnent comes to a joyous finale, a
“celebration” of the freedoms painted by the renowned artist.

THE COMPOSER

A nationally known conductor and performer, William H. Hill has guest-conducted
and performed in concerts and clinics in over 32 states. He Is presently Director of
Bands and Associate Professor of Music at California State University, Los
Angeles. In addition, he is an active free-lance composer with more than 20 com-
positions in print. His composition, “Dances, Sacred and Profane”, published by
C.L. Bamnhouse Co., won the 1977 ABA-Ostwald Grand Prize, and in 1976,
“Sonitus Revelationis”, was the first ninner-up in the same contest.

Mr. Hill received his B.A., BM,, and M.A. from the University of Northern Col-
orado and has done advanced graduate work at U.C.L.A.
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Performance time - 1:23

Fast J:c.144-152
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