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PROGRAM NOTES

r 1944, P@%ﬂsz‘mas Music was first performed in December that year at a special

t p of musicians from five of the leading service bands stationed in that area.
nd somewhat enlarged, and in that form was one of the three prize-winning
contest for new serious music for symphonic band. First performances of this

yracuse Universi mphonic Band under Harwood Simmons, to whom the work was dedicated. Since then
lously published, has remained in the repertory of the concert band consistently and has
one of the most important writers for the contemporary band or wind ensemble.

music, although w
ished the coms

This published represents a thorough revision of the entire work by the composer in keeping with the developing
instrumentation of the serious band or wind ensemble. It incorporates all of the many changes that have taken place
in this arM the past years. Although the music is essentially the same, the instrumentation has been completely
reworked throughout to achieve even greater clarity of texture and the utmost sonority possible. Thus we attain a degree
of differentiation in the brass choirs that has come to be an accepted characteristic of the contemporary attitude toward
the large-scale wind-brass-percussion ensemble.

»
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um BAN D
_/

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred



An ancient Russian Christmas carol (“Carol of the Little Russian Children”), together with a good deal of original material and
some motivic elements derived from the liturgical music of the Eastern Orthodox Church, forms the basis for this musical
impression of Old Russia during the jubilant Christmas season. Although cast in the form of a single, continuous movement,
four distinct sections may be easily recognized, which the composer originally subtitled “Children’s Carol,” “Antiphonal Chant,”
“Village Song,” and the closing “Cathedral Chorus.” All of the resources of the modern, integrated symphonic band are drawn
upon to create an almost overwhelming sound picture of tone color, power, and sonority.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

instruments
powerful

This composition is based on the liturgical music of the Eastern Orthodox Church, which is vocal in origin
of any kind are permitted in the Orthodox service. Therefore, the entire score, no matter how f
the climaxes, must be played in a lyrical style with great sonority and sostenuto throughout.

conditions under which the performance is taking place.

The full score and parts have been elaborately cued and cross-cued in anticip
instruments, or the necessity of balancing incomplete instrumentation.You s
wherever necessary in your opinion to achieve perfect balances or replz
cues have also been added to help the performer avoid ragged attacks.

ent, missing
s s ‘playing” cues
ak or missi{ sfruments. Entrance

The relationship of trumpets to cornets, as in other scores by this composer, rests on the che main upper voices of
the “brilliant” brass choir and the cornets performing the same func€ien for the “mellow.” T portion should be eight trumpets
(with two players each on the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th parts) to three'€ornets (with one player each on the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd parts).
Other brass, of course, will be grouped in proportion to the i

The long soli pizzicato line for the string basses, beginnin d continuing Qﬁve measures before |55, although cued in

the tubas, contrabass clarinet,and contrabassoon, s atte t*b ose instruments. The music will be complete
and will flow more smoothly without the line b nt at all shoul e no string basses available, since the peculiar
quality of the string bass pizzicato in cehjunctio oft winds ¢ eally be obtained in any other manner, no matter
how well or delicately such a passage % a, cont a@rmet, or contrabassoon.

Special care should be taken with th tional array of extra percussion instruments in building up
and receding from the various cllmaxe rk.From 166 on, the gradual build in intensity must be properly
drawn out, and the peaks of s nticlimax.

The English horn solos

And, as always, care an
performance of exci

e played a piacere (at will), however, without permitting an interruption of the melodic line.

to dynami ing, attack, and sostenuto will be more than amply rewarded with a stirring
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