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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed
system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. We hope this
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.




PROGRAM NOTES

Uskiidar is a popular Turkish song named after a very important town in Middle Eastern culture and history. Every year
the Turkish people going to Mecca for Hajj were sent from Uskiidar, now a suburb of modern-day Istanbul. On the first
day of Spring, a procession begins leading to Mecca in commemoration of love and celebration of faith.

Robert W. Smith and Michael Story have crafted this arrangement of Uskiidar drawing upon Middle Easfern sights and
sounds for inspiration. From the opening desert winds to the Middle Eastern percussion flavors that acéompany the
joyous melody, Uskiidar provides an opportunity for the developing band student to experience the Turkish\culture, so
rich in tradition.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Uskiidar is correlated to Unit 30 of Band Expressions Book One. It was written as an option to_theyspring concert
material included in the core lessons. In addition, it is suitable for any €oncert program featuring musicians in the early
stages of study.

The opening melodic statement in the clarinets should be as legato as possible. The #desertwind” vocal effect should
be very light and mysterious in context with the clarinet melo@dy. The woodwind choirshould match the clarinets with
the legato style as they enter at measure 9.

The percussion rhythmic interaction beginning at mieasure |7 is crucial tostheséverall effect of the piece. It is the
percussion that will provide the timbral and rhythmic flaver of\the Turkish ‘edlture. The bongos provide a similar sound
to the Turkish doumbek. However, if possiblefou may wish to produre doumbeks for cultural authenticity.

We would suggest isolating each rhythmic figure in the percussiofyto ensure accuracy. From there, add individual lines
to ensure balance in the percussion and rhythmic understanding, by the full band. The staccato eighth notes should be
very light with weight given to th€& quarter notes. We wouldusuggest direct the band to sing this ostinato rhythmic
pattern along with the percussion t0 ensure ‘accuragy, foralll

The accented whole notes at measure 35 should Be energetic, yet not overshadow the melodic statement in the
oboe/saxophone/hornf Thissection of the arpangement provides an opportunity to reinforce the concept of dynamics
and shaping leading to the unison rhythm in ndeasure 48. The last four measures should be carefully shaped in terms
of dynamics to efisure an,enérgetic and joySus conclusion.

Ve hope that you, the band dhd audience enjoy Uskiidar and find it to be a valued addition to your concert program.
Best wishes for a wonderfulsperformance!

Robert W. Swcth
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Uskiidar

Correlated to Band Expressions™ Book One

TURKISH FOLK SONG
Arranged by ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
Mysterious J = 102-120 and MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)
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