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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Twelve Seconds to the Moon” is a celebration of man’s conquest of the sky and heavens above. The title is derived from
the Wright Brothers’ first manned flight, which lasted for a mere twelve seconds. This musical journey takes us to the Apollo
missions which placed the first man on the moon. The work was commissioned by the Air Force Band of Flight, based at
Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio. This fine ensemble premiered the work at the Ohio Music Educators Convention in
February of 1996. The band performed under the baton of Captain Kelly Bledsoe, the new Commander of the Air Force Band
of Flight.

“Twelve Seconds to the Moon” is scored for the full concert band with two pianos. | would suggest placing the two pianos on
either side of the ensemble and as close to the front as the stage allows. The “presence” of the piano is crucial todhe effective
performance of the work.

Following the opening horn solo, the fortissimo accents in measures four and five should be
contrast, the “Hymn of Flight” which answers and interacts with the horn solo at measure ten
expressive as possible.

The brass and timpani fanfare beginning at measure 30 should be as energetic as possibl
should be carefully balanced with the piano and celesta for maximum balance. No indivi
ensemble, creating a brilliant shimmering effect over the melodic statementin thehorns a ance

must be maintained during the decrescendo to bar 47. The horns/euphoniups hout
the entire section. Feel free to adjust the dynamic marking of the ascendi i re 48 to%udibility.
The trumpets and trombones at measure 56 should be carefully balanc ible interactiopBetweéen the two
choral sequences. 0

The g section at measure 90 should be carefully balanced in insure the prese e pianos &nos should be very
aggressive, creating an ominous ostinato bass line which serves as the driving force behind they ing” harmonic movement
in the horns/saxes and the woodwind runs. Please note that the dwind figures at mea should be played both times.

It is only the first B flat concert that is played the second time onl e trombone “smears” at 102 should be very aggressively
played the second time through. This entire section shoul i ensity to the fg‘issimo at bar 110. As the decrescendo

develops from that point, the intensity must be maintained, nison Bb at 3.

The anvil featured at 125 should be played with two m ersin as vi exaggerated a fashion as possible. The
intent is to emulate the hammering of steel. Th hammeris needed %ay e fourth beat beginning at measure 129.

atme
as they interact on the E. As one vo% ves t ould enter. celerando and ritard of each solo should be even
in both dynamic and rhythmic density. dreach eats per minute by measure 175. This will insure that the
i Ive seconds ién ieved by the Wright Brothers’ first flight. The impacts

Along and labored accelerando be sure to pa@ttention to the horn/trombone/trumpet soloist

beneath the sustain should be ver ing as mu pense as possible.
The “Hymn of Flight” is res . etation should be as expressive and reverent as possible. The
woodwind lines soaring above s ound effortless,as if the hymn itself is in flight. The hymn should be dynamically

shaped as you see Qtando at 220 should be exaggerated and conclusive.

The culmination o ent at 2 be the rallentando leading to the “rocket engines” in the percussion at
measure 261 u%d for approximately ten seconds before the decrescendo begins. The effect
should be i i of attocket as seen so many times in the past three decades. As the decrescendo ensues,
as possible, with equal intensity in the accents at 266. The fanfare at 272 should be

* actual liftoff of the first rocket to the moon.
e 288 should be p%a a minimum of 172 beats per minute. | would suggest pushing the tempo to 180 to help
the contrast created byithe molto rallentando beginning at 296. This rallentando should be as drastic and exaggerated
as ible. The feruld be sustained long enough to allow the percussion rolls to build to maximum intensity. The
intentis to repris o’ et engines” from earlier in the work. The Presto at 299 should be aggressive with “no hold barred”
in the last two bz

| wish to ex pecial thanks to Colonel Richard Shelton, Captain Alan Clark, and Captain Kelly Bledsoe for their respective
roles in the creation of this work. In addition, | wish to thank Dr. J. Patrick Rooney for his creative input in the finalization of
this piece.

| hope that you and your ensemble find “Twelve Seconds to the Moon” to be a challenging and rewarding musical experience.

Best of luck in your musical endeavors. Best wishes for a great performance!
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