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“ I experience a period of frightening clarity in those moments when nature is so beautiful. I am no 

longer sure of myself, and the paintings appear as in a dream.” 

 – Vincent Van Gogh

On a Starry Night is a concert piece inspired by the painting of the same title by the famed Dutch painter Vincent van 

Gogh. Painted in June 1889, this masterpiece depicts a predawn view from his bedroom window (with the addition of 

an idyllic village) at an asylum where he was being treated for symptoms of delusions, psychotic attacks, and epilepsy.

This piece opens with a delicate woodwind passage that evokes the calmness and serenity of the starry scene 

depicted by Van Gogh. Next, the full band enters with a lush variation of the opening melody. A contrasting section 

offers harmonic variety featuring a trumpet solo, suggesting the artist’s self-reflection, inner-turmoil, and isolation 

during the painting of the iconic scene. The Maestoso section that follows captures the grandeur of the painting’s 

blue swirling sky, dramatic yellow moon and stars, stately cypress branches, and the church steeple pointing toward 

the heavens. The piece returns to the soft opening melody, ending on an unexpected major chord, providing a sense 

of abiding warmth, peace, and hope as is conveyed by the distant window lights from small village below the pulsating 

Starry Night.
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 2 � Oboe
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Trombone in Bb B.C.
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On a Starry Night
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