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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Here's a new twist on this beautiful standard with a half-time funk groove. The intro sets the feel and mood for your vocalist to really shine. |
suggest the band stay close to the suggested tempo of J=76 BPMor maybe just a little faster if that works for the ensemble. Please observe
dynamics, as they are all-important to the mood of the chart, and keep in mind that the backgrounds should always be subordinate to
the soloist.

Note the key change at m. 28, where the band is featured and they can then dynamically play full. Measure 36 is a written-out sole
changes for the first alto. This solo may look intimidating, but keep in mind the ballad tempo. | encourage the player to
comfortable or perhaps embellishing the written solo if desired. The solo leads to the last eight bars of the tune with the fu
a turnaround section, modulating back to the original key for the return of the vocal.

RHYTHM SECTON
All rhythm section members should play their parts as notated. This is a discipline exhibited by the best players in the musi
know that in this type of chart, their written part is absolutely essential to the groove. Direct your rhythm s
to each other and lock in the feel as a unit. | also suggest the entire band listen to the demo recording of this

t alfred.com/downloads.

This line, along with t
d dynamically with th

Guitar: Play the single line at the beginning and throughout as cleanly as possible with emphasi
drums, is where the forward motion is created. At the comping measures (m.9and 17, e
band. The guitar should be more felt than heard. Note the new single line at the

ic pulse and h
e end ( m 79) argyi

THE HORNS
Always go for a good, full

é d the

ythmically similar
e funk groove for all to

emmder dynamics are key to

ynamics and always stay under the vocal soloist dynamically.

groove laid down by the rhyth ction,

original before enhancin
written to match the band kic

Enjoy!

he chart. Articulations are clearly marked to achieve tight
should be detached and accented—think “daht.”

ocalist may be encouraged to enhance or interpret the written part; however,
hat the vocalist begins wi ugh knowledge of the song melody. A jazz singer will always establish the song with the
@ n style. At mm. 12, 18, and 69, | recommend that the vocalist sing the rhythm exactly as

ned earlier, at m. 36 the alto sax can play either the written solo or play ad lib. over the changes.

—Scott Ragsdale

Scott
Ragsdale

Scott Ragsdale is retired from the U.S. Navy Band
of Washington, D.C, where he served as chief
arranger, composer, and trombonist with the Navy's
premier jazz ensemble, the Commodores. He has
also arranged for numerous bands up and down the
East Coast for more than 30 years. He studied music
at Souther lllinis University and the Berklee School
of Music (MA).



Purchase a full-length

performance recording!
alfred.com/downloads
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