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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Pianist, songwriter, and singer Ray Charles Robinson, a legendary musician who pioneered the genre of soul music during the 1950s,
wrote Hallelujah | Love Her So. You'll notice this publication offers an alternate lyric for female vocalists.

Ray Charles was born on September 23, 1930, in Albany, Georgia, and raised in Gainesville, Florida. He lost his vision due to glaucoma
when he was 7 years old. As a result, he attended a state school for the blind in St. Augustine, Florida, where he learned to read,
compose, and write music in braille, as well as play the clarinet, trumpet, saxophone, and keyboards. Soon after, in 1945 (after the death
of his mother), he dropped out of school and became a professional musician. He was admired as a pianist as well as a singe
combined gospel, jazz, blues, and Latin music, and he credited Art Tatum, Bud Powell, King Cole, and Oscar Peterson as in

This arrangement is written in a medium shuffle style but may be played a bit faster (J = 148 BPM) once the students
The chart is straightforward and should be easy to learn and teach.

d be played @
m pattern chang
nge does not affect the

Note that the shuffle rhythm pattern (dotted eighths followed by sixteenth notes) on the drumset part sh
throughout, but not too heavy. However, in mm. 55-64, the ensemble has a light shout section and th
traditional swing feel, at which time the ride cymbal should be played for time instead of the hi
wind players.

lish playing the shuffle
tness, and obtain the ically

g of course,

and these simple

All articulations for the wind instruments have been written in such a way that they wi
and swing styles. Make certain to solidify and match all articulatiis and dy

correct ensemble sound. Additionally, unless otherwise mar wind .

Regarding articulation, the marcato or rooftop accents are deta d “daht” Staccato i&
but not clipped or too short. Also, for any sustained no full value and cl 3

details will make your band sound polished and

g in mind the vocalist must be
ase the ensemble. Make sure all
IThen the ensemble should come down in

r the vocalist dynamicall
is the time to
ure—be patien

a o% singer may be featured. As a suggestion, besides having a
re the vocal part. For example, a male singer may sing the first time

from there until the Coda, where they trade the lyrics (Hallelujah, |

oda, the female
er on the time.

(%]

2 presence for both th and the singers. Make certain that microphones are properly working and have the
singer(s) facing the audiénce imes. Have the vocalist(s) practice with the promotional soundtrack and practice smiling
and looking at the audience.

Overall, this t sho n ay, and I'm sure that it will be well received at your next concert.
—YVictor Lopez

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed educator,
composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds
music degrees from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in
Educational Administration and Supervision. He has
served as director of bands at the middle and
senior high school levels and as an administrator
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. He has
recorded and performed with various artists and
has appeared in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements published as
an exclusive composer, arranger, and clinician for
Alfred Music.
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