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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Recognized as one of the “standards” of jazz, Duke Ellington’s masterpiece composition has been covered b
if not thousands—of artists from all genres of music.

This arrangement includes an added twist of stating the first half, or four measures, of the verse in a Latin sty
answering with the second half (four measures) of the verse in a swing style. For rehearsal purp
the rhythm section to rehearse this transition to ensure a smooth change of “feel” betwe
these two patterns is the Latin to swing rhythms in the drums and piano, and the cha
walking bass pattern. The winds should swing the eighths in the swing sectio
the Latin section. These differences become less obvious at a faster temg

The wind articulation stays much the same in between‘/ o i te rns.
. . 5 .

Be sure to exaggerate the ﬂ dynamic from mm. 32-35, into the
solo sections at m. 36. In general, marcato, or roof; t.” Staccatos are
short but not clipped or too short.

. The key difference in
ba-style bass riff to
straight and even i

1

kgrounds at your discretion,
e verse and throughout the chart, the
ing at m. 99, direct the build to start softly
masterpiece!

\\)9

There are written solos beginning

particularly if the solo section is

transfer of styles remain S
S

and exa? to

Ralph Ford (b. 1963) is a composer, arranger,
conductor, educator, media creator, producer, writer,
radio host, and announcer with over thirty years
of experience in these various genres. He is an
exclusive composer and arranger for the Belwin
division of Alfred Music, with over 240 titles
available worldwide for orchestra, concert band, jazz
ensemble, and marching band.

He earned his undergraduate degree in 1986 and his
Master of Science degree in 1988 from Troy. He was
then appointed to the Troy music faculty where he
taught orchestration, arranging, theory, technology,
jazz studies, and applied brass followed by his
appointment as director of bands, coordinator of
winds and percussion, and professor of music. Ralph
retired from Troy University in June 2011.

A frequently commissioned composer, his music
has been premiered and performed by university,
military, professional, community, and school
ensembles around the world. Ralphis also in demand
as a conductor, clinician, adjudicator, and guest
lecturer throughout the United States and abroad.
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