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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This is a straight-ahead swing chart, solidly “in the tradition,” and includes many opportunities for an ensemble to display
mature musicianship. The opening measures make a really strong statement to announce the chart. The drums and
ensemble need to dig in and hit the introduction hard—blow the door down—but with solid tone and intg
course. Likewise, as the alto and trumpets state the melody in m. 8, the performance needs to be strong a
and the brass punches should be similarly strong—short notes, but with a lot of energy behind them. T
articulations, the more that energy and excitement are conveyed to the audience. Marcato, or rooftop, accent:
and accented—think “daht.”

pay special attention
dy. Pay attention to
of the inner passage
er parts. Sometimes

Other musical devices throughout the piece are counterpoint and call-and-response writi
to those sections, and make sure each line is brought forward without overpow
accompaniment or secondary passages, balancing accordingly. Don’t underesti
or secondary lines, as they will make the chart come alive. Occasionally, th

those players are reluctant to play full, but encourage th nd with confidence

Dynamics also play a large role in the effectiveness of t? . issifmo intro to the me@zz ragrounds,
contrast is critical to musical success. For example, . low, but intensi ust be maintained as
each section enters and builds to the big ensembl . Q | crescendo both in
volume and intensity, and the rhythm secti i rn section, strive for clean
and crisp articulations as the icin

e with the drummer’s ride cymbal, the
ing the written part to provide solid comping

The rhythm section is swingi . The bass'is walking and |
olume, and the pi isr

@f the performers are enjoying themselves, the audience will,
overall experience.
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Currently residing in Austin, TX, Paul Baker’s career as
a composer, saxophonist, educator, and clinician has
covered a wide variety of musical genres from jazz,
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USC. Visit Paul at www.bakersjazzandmore.com.
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