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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Your trombone section will surely dig this chart, which was written specifically to feature them. They’ll be stylin’ on a driving 
head in , a bridge with a swing feel, an ensemble section, and a trombone section soli. They might even let the tenor sax 
have a solo at m. 57. 

After learning the notes and rhythms of the piece, you can help your ensemble develop a cohesive sound by paying 
attention to articulation markings. The band needs to agree on note lengths, among other things, so note releases are 
very important.

Your bass player is especially critical in helping to create and hold down the  groove in this chart. The drum part is fairly 
straight-ahead, but your drummer will play an important role as well. In addition to keeping time, there are places where 
he or she will add subtle fills at the end of sections (m. 8 and m. 32) or reinforce the brass and sax figures (m. 23 and m. 47). 

The ensemble figures at mm. 103–104 will need to be supported. Note the fills behind both the tenor sax solo in m. 66, m. 
68, m. 70, and m. 72, and the trombone section soli in m. 98, m. 100, and m. 102. 

Finally, note the change to a “straight-ahead swing” feel at m. 41 and again at m. 121. Don’t miss the change back to a 
driving  at m. 49 and m. 129.

Thank you for programming this chart. I hope your band has a lot of fun with it.

 —Vince Gassi

Vince  
Gassi
Vince Gassi received his Bachelor of Music Education 
degree from the University of Western Ontario 
in London, Canada and attended the Dick Grove 
School of Music specializing in composition and 
arranging. Mr. Gassi has written for concert band, 
jazz ensemble, orchestra, woodwind and brass 
ensembles, and choral groups. Currently, Mr. Gassi 
teaches instrumental music, MIDI technology, 
composition, and musical theatre at Mary Ward 
Catholic Secondary School in Toronto, Canada.
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K
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51
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K
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K
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K
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