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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

As the name implies, this is a swingin’ version of Tchaikovsky’s Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Optional parts included in this 
arrangement are for flute, clarinet, F horn, baritone T.C./tenor sax, tuba, and vibraphone.

Depending on the number of brass players you have, you may need to tweak the volume levels in the intro and the section 
at m. 49 so the saxophone melody can be adequately heard.

There is an easy-to-play solo for tenor sax which is completely written out; however, simple chord symbols are included to 
encourage some improvisation. Improvisation can begin with basic embellishment of the written solo, then with the soloist 
gradually discovering the notes in the chords as indicated by the chord symbols above the notes. 

For much of the chart, the piano part should be played as written. However, in the solo section from mm. 57–71, encourage 
your pianist to experiment with some simple comping using the chord symbols given. Using chord voicings from elsewhere 
in the chart on the appropriate chord, a typical comping rhythm in the solo section could be two eighth notes on beat 1, 
then an eighth on the upbeat of beat 3. There are infinite variations of piano comping, so I suggest YouTube and Google 
for additional ideas.

For the ensemble, in m. 15 for the eighth-dotted quarter rhythms, direct the winds to “ghost” or minimize the eighth note 
and play the dotted quarter full, giving a “doo-waa” type of effect. It is a common swing technique.

Regarding articulation, the staccatos are short as usual, but make sure the ensemble gives full value to the half notes with 
clean releases, which will make the entire band sound more polished and mature. 

I hope that you and your ensemble enjoy Sugar Plum Swing!

� —Mike Story

Mike  
Story
Mike Story has written extensively for junior high, 
high school, and college school groups as well as 
for professional groups including the Houston Pops 
Orchestra. He is a solid and dynamic writer with 
more than 750 compositions to his name. He holds 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education 
from the University of Houston (TX).
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2nd BÑ Tenor Saxophone
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EÑ Baritone Saxophone
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