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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

In 1967, alto saxophonist Lou Donaldson recorded an album entitled Alligator Boogaloo. The tune on the album by the
same name was actually a “riff tune” composed on the spot to fill out three minutes remaining on the album. The style is
a combination of hard bop and soul jazz. The term boogaloo is used for a style of music in the 1960s that was a fusion of
African American rhythm and blues & soul music with the mambo Latin style.

This arrangement is structured around the two-measure rhythmic pattern in the introduction. The staccato no
really pop and the bassline should contrast with the legato quarter notes on beats 3 & 4 of the second
the pattern.

The melody provides an excellent opportunity to have students learn to “ghost” notes. Ghost notes typicall

nd is a mus
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accent is detached and
ull length to notes, especially
emble’and sections release together
mature.

addition, have the students play the note before the ghost note as long as possible. The resulti
that is less stiff. This concept is also utilized in swing interpretation as well.
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Regarding articulation, staccatos are shor
accented—think “daht.” Tenutos of cg

o he harmony does not go to the IV7 chord (Bb7)
ea .
o

0 open up the solo sections as needed.

eginning improvisers.

semble at m. 57 gives the ensembl ance to stretch and takes the tune from being a combo vehicle to
big band. There ar% cues for the melody in this arrangement and it gives almost everyone an

0 learn the mel r Boogaloo.
Enjoy the music of L@

—Terry White

Terry
White

Terry White s a retired music educator having taught
instrumental music at all levels—from beginning
band to college jazz ensembles—for over 34 years.
He has been a composer, performer, and bandleader
in the Portland, Maine area. Terry has written for
many idioms including the Portland Symphony
Orchestra, marching band, jazz ensemble, and
concert band. His music has been performed at the
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, listed on the NYSMA list,
and is a published composer. Terry presently writes
and performs with the Portland Jazz Orchestra and
is an active adjudicator and festival conductor.

Visit; www.twhitemusic.com
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