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i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Imagine the sounds of the Arctic with this lively 
minor melody that evokes images of an exciting 
expedition through cold winds and rough ice. 
A trek through the white tundra is conveyed as  
each section plays the melody. A beautiful lyrical 
section will help your young orchestra create 
beautiful phrasing and perform with a mature 
string sound!

Notes to Conductor

The lyrical section depicts the explorers longingly 
thinking of home. They quickly refocus on the 
anticipation of discovery and continue on their 
journey as the melody returns. In the first violins, 
lingering hints of longing for home remain. As 
the melody passes around the orchestra, this is 
the perfect opportunity to work on balance with 
young string players. Students will be able to 
create a change in mood and tempo during the 
slower, lyrical middle section. 

Grade Level: 1½

Arctic Crossing
By Becky Phillips Bush
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