Q_@

Jus y 4
60

>

O
e

INS1QIENTATION
e 1st Trombone
ne

ctor
st Eb Alto Q’! 2nd Trombone
2nd EpAltdSaxophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst BLN xophone 4th Trombone (Optional)
an r Saxophone Guitar Chords
itone Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
‘:ﬁﬁumpet Piano
nd Bb Trumpet Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional) Auxiliary Percussion

(Cowbell, Guiro)

Optional/Alternate Parts
CFlute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Just ‘Cuz was composed on commission for director Johanna Steinbacher and her Mount Nittany Middle School Jazz
Band I. In fact, the song’s title was suggested by the seventh grade drummer in the band, and voted on by the other
members. Nice!

When | wrote this tune | was trying to capture the feeling of a playground (or shopping mall) scene wi ds o

school kids wandering around, posturing, and claiming their turf. It's all about the attitude.

Here are some rehearsal notes and suggestions to help you get the most out of your band:
« Take time to work out the individual rhythm section parts, and then put them together.

« F Mixolydian (concert) is a great scale to use for the improvisation sections—encourage all to tr rovise! Tho
notes in an F Mixolydian scale are F, G, A, Bb, C, D, Eb, or the same notes as a B> major sgale.

ing ia WQ% again eight

the rhyt e first two measures.

at will bm ong as the time is steady

ell notated. T it@rt has a variety of notation: written .
chord sym should all be self-explanatory, but | RICk
irect the guitafplayer to listen to the rhythm section and Hirsch

+ Once the students learn the scale, it’s all about rhythm!
+ Take some time to help the brass hear harmonies on non-unison figures.
+ The sections at m. 17 and m. 45 are identical.

« Make sure lower saxes are playing the correct notes on harmoni
measures from the end.

« Most of this tune’s melodies, including the piano montl.‘a m. 5

« If your drummer can’t quite play a written figure, any com e dru

and the energy is strong.

« For therhythm section, the piano, bass, and drum parts
notes, notes with chord symbols, and rhythmic

suggest making the student aware of the various nota
the ensemble to lock in the rhythms. Q Rick Hirsch (BA Music University of Massachusetts-
- Look on YouTube for a “guiro” tutorial t r auxiliary perc ist’can reference. Amherst; MM Northern llinois University) somehow
juggles his work as an independent composer,
« Make sure the brass are playin ation, ti figuires, and lots of energy in the “breakdown” section at arranger, saxophonist, and educator. He has written
m. 87. music for Eddie Henderson, the Osland Saxophone

) ) o ) ] Quartet, Chris Vadala, the University of Northern
name a few. Hirsch has performed with Tito Puente,

« There aren’t a lo

throughout.
Max Roach, the Four Tops, both Dorsey Orchestras,

0 and on NPR's Whaddya Know? A lifelong educator,
ik Hirsch Hirsch has directed scholastic jazz ensembles in
0 —Rick Hirsc Delaware, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania.

Have fun!
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