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What Star Is This?  Charles Coffin was a French priest in the early 18th century.  

This folksong-like setting of his poem “What Star Is This?”  is appropriate for 

Christmas Eve services or general use during Advent.   The melody is easily 

remembered, and the three- and four-part sections are simply written.  The text is 

poetic and reflective on the significance of the star of Bethlehem.

Stan Pethel is a Professor of Music at Berry College near Rome, Georgia.  He has 

been on the music faculty there since 1973, and served as department chair from 

1994 to 2013.  He holds  a Bachelor of Music and Master of Fine Arts degrees 

from the University of Georgia, and Doctorate of Musical Arts degree from the 

University of Kentucky.  Dr. Pethel teaches music theory, composition and 

arranging, world music, and low brass lessons.

He is a widely published composer and arranger with over 1,300 works in print by 

27 different publishers.  His writing includes works for choir, piano, organ and 

piano duet, symphonic band, jazz ensemble, orchestra, handbells, solo instrument 

and piano, and various chamber music ensembles.   He is a regular recipient of the 

ASCAP Standard Award.
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