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The thoughtful text of Be Not Afraid! The Messiah Is Born! is shaped by a 

study in contrasts. On a long, cold, dark night when all weary shepherds had to 

do was watch and wait, God pulled out all of the stops to deliver with power 

and pageantry the greatest announcement the world could ever hear.  However, 

this news of great joy was heard not by the world, but by a handful of lowly 

shepherds.  The composer paints a beautiful picture of this contrast from the 

restrained description of the shepherds and their waiting to the full majestic 

angel chorus singing the news of great joy!  This piece is suitable for 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Morning.                                                                 

Susan Bentall Boersma was born and educated in Michigan and began her 

study of music with her parents, both of whom were performing artists.  Her 

piano/organ/voice studies continued while attending Hope College.  She has 

served as accompanist for college choirs and touring groups as well as for 

various solo artists and community choirs.  She has led workshops on Music 

and Worship and has held positions as Pianist, Choral Director and Director of 

Music Ministries at churches in Michigan, Wisconsin, Vermont, and Ohio. 

Susan collaborates primarily with Craig Courtney, Mark Hayes, David Lantz 

III, and Lloyd Larson on both sacred and school repertoire. She lives in 

Holland, Michigan, with her husband, Dr. James A. Boersma.                            

David Lantz III is a full-time high school vocal music teacher and choir 

director in a public school system in Pennsylvania. He is also a prolific 

composer of sacred and secular choral music, with approximately six hundred 

published compositions with many major publishers across the United States. 

He has written for orchestra, symphonic band, jazz ensemble, and chamber 

groups. In addition, he is an accomplished music editor and typesetter, church 

choir director, and a regularly performing pianist/bassist/vocalist in the pop 

and jazz idioms. His degrees include a B.S. in Music Education from 

Susquehanna University, and a M.M. in Composition from West Chester 

University. He resides in northeastern Pennsylvania with his wife, composer 

and musician Marti Lunn Lantz, and is the father of five musical children, ages 

16 to 29.                                                                                 
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Music by

DAVID LANTZ III (ASCAP)

BE NOT AFRAID! THE MESSIAH IS BORN!
for S.A.T.B. voices, accompanied*

* To purchase a full-length recording (42543) of this piece, go to www.alfred.com/downloads. 
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