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My Song in the Night - The tune is named Expression and it is found in 

ORIGINAL SACRED HARP, compiled in 1844.  Nothing is known about the 

composer of the melody or the writer of the poem. The author, using words like “my 

comfort by day and my song in the night,” seems to know Psalm 42:8.  Picturing 

himself as alone and wandering from God, he expresses longing for the comfort of 

the Lord.  Near the middle of this arrangement Claude Bass offers his own version 

of portions of Psalm 42, focusing on praising the Lord who brings hope in the midst 

of despair.  In this section the tune, now in major, appears in the accompaniment and 

new music has been composed for the voices.  Suggested corresponding Scripture 

readings include John 14:18, Psalm 23, Isaiah 66:13, and 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. 

Claude L. Bass lives in Fort Worth, Texas.  In 2001 he retired from Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary as Distinguished Professor of Music Theory and 

Composition.  He has many published compositions and arrangement to his credit.    

He earned degrees from Oklahoma Baptist University (B.M.E), University of 

Oklahoma (M.M.), and University of North Texas (Ph.D.).  He remains busy as a 

singer, director, orchestrator, composer and arranger.  
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