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Notes to the Conductor

The unicorn is a legendary animal commonly portrayed 
as a white horse with a goat’s beard and a large, 
pointed, spiraling horn projecting from its forehead. 
First mentioned by the ancient Greeks, it became the 
most important imaginary animal of the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance when it was commonly described as a 
wild woodland creature. A symbol of purity and grace, 
its horn was said to have the power to render poisoned 
water potable and to heal sickness. Until the 19th 
century, belief in unicorns was widespread.

In Greek mythology, the Minotaur was a creature with 
the head of a bull on the body of a man. He dwelt at 
the center of the Cretan Labyrinth, an elaborate maze-
like construction built for King Minos of Crete and 
designed by the architect Daedalus and his son Icarus, 
who were ordered to build it to hold the Minotaur.

This piece seeks to musically depict the quiet and serene 
character of the unicorn and contrast that theme with 
one that embodies the hideous and terrifying legend of 
the Minotaur.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 2½

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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I. The Unicorn
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