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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement of “Gentle Rain” was commissioned by saxophonist Chris Vadala and is featured on my CD, This Time/Last 
Year—Kris Berg & the Metroplexity Big Band. The original CD version is orchestrated with four flutes and bass clarinet, but 
the published version requires no woodwind doubles. If you would like to perform the chart with the original woodwind 
parts, please contact me at my website: www.krisbergjazz.com. I will be happy to send those parts to you, free of charge!

This chart is intended to be a lush and sensitive bossa nova. Everything should be smooth and legato unless marked 
otherwise. Multiple solo parts are included in C, B-flat, E-flat, and bass clef instruments, so you can feature virtually anyone 
in the band or perhaps an invited special guest artist. Saxophones, trombones, or trumpet/flugelhorn would all be great, 
but also consider your piano player, guitar player, or vibraphone player.

The trumpet parts call for flugelhorns, but if flugels are not available, trumpets can choose to either play into the stand or 
focus on a round, soft sound throughout the performance. At measure 13, only guitar should comp. The clave pattern is 
notated and should be followed using a classical style of finger plucking. If no guitar, then the piano should comp sparsely. 
At measures 32 and 40, the trumpets are voiced very tightly. Careful attention should be paid to intonation. Measure 51 is 
the first dynamically strong section of the chart—play it full, but not edgy. 

At 92, the ensemble has a tutti section which should be delicate and balanced. Be sure the piano notes and muted trumpet 
are heard. Remember, very legato unless otherwise notated. At 108 and 110, horns should be precise with their entrances. 
This will accentuate the ascending eighth note line that is in the piano part—think bell tones on these entrances. A big 
dynamic contrast will be very effective in measures 115 and 116. Measures 122–128 form a high point of the chart and 
should be full. Again, try to avoid the band playing with an edgy or shout chorus type of sound.

Measure 133 to the end is a vamp for the soloist. Measure 141 can be opened up to extend the solo if desired. Horns with 
the indicated cue “stagger breath” should sneak in and out as they take a breath. As each new line comes in at measures 
145 and 149, bring that part out a little, but then back off dynamically, allowing the next new line to be heard. Be sure the 
horns have a full breath right before 157. The caesura in 159 should be quick.

This chart on “Gentle Rain” is intended to be an alternative to a traditional ballad in your concert or festival program, 
providing flexibility by allowing you to feature anyone in your band. 

Enjoy!

 —Kris Berg

Kris  
Berg
Kris Berg, director of jazz studies at 
Collin County Community College, TX. 
He received his masters and bachelors 
degrees in jazz studies from the 
University of North Texas. Under his 
direction, the Collin jazz ensembles 
have appeared in Nassau, Bahamas and 
festivals throughout the U. S. Mr. Berg  
is the founder/director of the Collin 
Jazz Fest and the Texas All-Star Jazz 
Camp. Mr. Berg’s charts have been 
performed and recorded all over the 
world and is currently active as an 
artist/clinician for Yamaha Corporation 
of America.
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| |

F’9Gb’9

F’9Gb’9

Lite�Cymbal

∑
œ œn œ .˙

3

w
w

w#
Œ œ œn œ œ ‰ œœ œœ

3

œ œb œ .˙
3

œ œ œ .˙
3

œ œb œ .˙
3

œ œb œ .˙
3

w

w

w#

Œ œ œb œ œ ‰ œ œ
3

|

|
Œ œ œb œ œ ‰ œ œ

3

Œ œ œb œ œN ‰ œ œ
3
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Œ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ‰ ¿ ¿
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|

E©

E©

(w/Bass)

(w/Bass)

(w/Bass)

∑
w

w
w

w
ww
w

w

w
w
w

w

w

w
|

|

w
w
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∑
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..œœ Kœœ ˙̇

..œœ
Kœœ## ˙̇

∑
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∑

As�written�(solo)

P

{133Ç

To�Bucket
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∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

..œœNN
Kœœ## ˙̇

∑
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∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

..œœ Kœœ ˙̇

..œœ
Kœœ## ˙̇

∑
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∑
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∑

∑

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

..œœNN
Kœœ## ˙̇

Ó Œ ‰ Ôœ

136

∑

As�written

P
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ ‰ Ôœ Œ ‰ Ôœ

AÈ E2/G#
Solo

H.H.

P

Ôœ œ
Kœ œ œ œ œ# œn

3∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
∑
∑

∑

∑

∑

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

.œN Ôœ# ˙

.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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GÏ E2/G#
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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AÈ E2/G# ˙ ˙#
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.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ ‰ Ôœ Œ ‰ Ôœ

GÏ E2/G#
’ ’œ œ œ œ

3

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

.œ Kœ> ˙
w
w

∑

∑

∑

..œœ Kœœ ˙̇

.œ Ôœ# ˙

.œ Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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AÈ E2/G#

continue

p
2nd�Time�Only

p

Flugel

2nd�Time�Only

p
p

sim.

{141Ç
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∑
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∑

w

w
w
w

∑

∑

∑

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

.œN Ôœ# ˙

.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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’ ’ ’ ’

GÏ E2/G#

Stagger�breath

Stagger�breath

’ ’ ’ ’
∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w
w
w

∑

∑

∑

..œœ Kœœ ˙̇

.œ Ôœ# ˙

.œ Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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’ ’ ’ ’

AÈ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ
w
w

∑

∑

∑

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

.œN Ôœ# ˙

.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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’ ’ ’ ’

GÏ E2/G#

Play�Both�Times

Play�Both�Times

�-�18�-Conductor Gentle�Rain
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∑

∑

∑
Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>

Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>
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.œ Kœ> ˙
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w
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Ó ‰ Ôœ œ
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’ ’ ’ ’

AÈ E2/G#

P
2nd�Time�Only

P

2nd�Time�Only

P

P

P

P
P

P

p Stagger�breath

P
(w/Tpts.)

’ ’ ’ ’
œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ

.œ-

œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ
.œ-

∑

∑

∑
œ œ œ œ#> ˙
œ œ œ œ> ˙

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ
.œ Ôœ#> ˙

w

w

∑
œ œ œ œ#> ˙

..œœb Kœœn ˙̇

.œN Ôœ# ˙

.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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’ ’ ’ ’

GÏ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’
œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ

-
Ôœ-

œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ
-

Ôœ-

∑

∑

∑
Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>

Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>
w

.œ Kœ> ˙
w

w

w

∑

Ó ‰ Ôœ œ
œ>

..œœ Kœœ ˙̇

.œ Ôœ# ˙

.œ Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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AÈ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’
œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ

.œ-

œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ
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∑

∑

∑
œ œ œ œ#> ˙
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˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ
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w

∑
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GÏ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’
œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ

-
Ôœ-

œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ
-

Ôœ-

.œ Ôœ> ˙

.œ Kœ#> ˙
w
Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>

Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>
w

.œ Kœ> ˙.œ Ôœ> ˙

.œ Ôœ#> ˙

w

w

Ó ‰ Ôœ œ
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..œœ
Kœœ ˙̇

..œœ Ôœœ# ˙̇

.œ Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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’ ’ ’ ’

AÈ E2/G#

P

P

P Stagger�breath
F

F
F

F

F

F

P
Bucket�mute

Stagger�breath

F

{149Ç

F

’ ’ ’ ’
œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ
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œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ
.œ-

.œn Ôœ#> ˙

.œN Kœ#> ˙
w
œ œ œ œ#> ˙
œ œ œ œ> ˙

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ

˙ ‰ Ôœ œ# œ
w

.œb Ôœn> ˙

.œ Ôœ#> ˙

w
œ œ œ œ#> ˙

..œœ
Kœœ ˙̇

..œœbN Ôœœn# ˙̇

.œN Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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GÏ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’
œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ
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Ôœ-

œ- œ- œ- Ôœ œ
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Ôœ-

.œ Ôœ> ˙
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Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>

Ó ‰ Kœ œ œ>
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.œ Kœ> ˙.œ Ôœ> ˙
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w

w
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œ>

..œœ
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..œœ Ôœœ# ˙̇

.œ Ôœ# .œ Ôœ
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AÈ E2/G#
’ ’ ’ ’
œn- œ- œ#- Ôœ
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GÏ E2/G#
�-�19�-Conductor Gentle�Rain
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