
for CONCERT BAND

Grade Level: ½ (VERY EASY)
(Correlates with Sound Innovations for Concert Band, Book 1, Level 3)

The Common Denominator
ROBERT SHELDON

This energetic piece for beginning band provides drama and imagination to any program. Exploring rhythm in 
common time while highlighting dynamics and style, audiences will never imagine that only a handful of notes are 
used! The Common Denominator was commissioned by the Parkland School District of Allentown, PA for their 
4th grade band, and was used in conjunction with their classroom teachers to promote a better understanding of 
fractions in their study of mathematics.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

INSTRUMENTATION

	10	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	12	 Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 4	 Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 1	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 8	 Bb Trumpet
	 2	 F Horn
	 7	 Trombone/Baritone B.C./Bassoon
	 2	 Baritone T.C.
	 2	 Tuba
	 1	 Piano

Percussion—5 Players:
	 1	 Bells
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 4	 Percussion 2 

(Tambourine/Triangle, Woodblock/
Suspended Cymbal)

Educational Packs
	 1	 C Treble Clef Instruments
	 1	 Bb Instruments
	 1	 Eb Instruments
	 1	 F Instruments
	 1	 Bass Clef Instruments

World Parts
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb  Horn
Trombone in Bb T.C.
Trombone in Bb B.C.
Euphonium in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Bb T.C.
Tuba in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Eb T.C.
Tuba in Eb B.C.
String Bass
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Bb Trumpet

Trombone/Baritone/
Bassoon

Piano

Oboe

Flute

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

F Horn

Tuba

Bells

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Tambourine/Triangle,
Woodblock/
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Robert Sheldon
(Op. 172)
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The Common Denominator
Commissioned for the Parkland School District (Allentown, Pennsylvania) 4th Grade Bands,

Laura Kemmerer, Kay Mancke, Mark Syslo, and Scott Watson, directors, with a grant from the Parkland Education Foundation

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 1:55
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