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YOUNG BAND

PROGRAM NOTES

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is the highest civilian award in the United States. Bestowed by the President, 
the award recognizes those individuals who have made “an especially meritorious contribution to the security or 
national interests of the United States, world peace, cultural or other significant public or private endeavors.” Originally 
established by President Harry Truman in 1945 to recognize notable service during times of war, the award was 
reintroduced by President John F. Kennedy in 1963 as an honor for distinguished civilian service during peacetime. 
This march pays tribute to all past, present, and future winners of the award, and salutes their numerous achievements 
and contributions.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening measures should be brisk, lively, and bold. The accents in the snare drum part are merely for a small 
degree of pronounced emphasis, and should not be overdone.

At measure 9, the overall dynamic level should drop from forte to mezzo forte, but the ensemble should retain the 
same drive and energy established in the opening measures.

All players should make note of the key change to Eb Major at measure 41.

The decrescendo in measures 41 through 43 should be very dramatic. Measures 44 through 76 should show 
significant stylistic and dynamic contrast to the rest of the piece. The ensemble must, however, hold to the same 
tempo established in the opening measures. The snare drum should enter “at a whisper” in measure 69.

Measure 77 should bring a sudden and pronounced change: bold, forceful, and forte!

All players should note the key change at measure 93 (a return to the original key of Bb Major).

Finally, measures 93 to the end should be played powerfully and with great energy.

Medal of Freedom
Concert March

ROLAND BARRETT (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 2	 Bassoon
	 4	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 4	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 5	 Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 2	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 4	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 4	 2nd Bb Trumpet

	 4	 F Horn
	 4	 Trombone
	 2	 Baritone
	 2	 Baritone Treble Clef
	 4	 Tuba
	 1	 Mallet Percussion  

(Bells)
	 1	 Timpani  

(Tune: F, Bb, C, Eb)
	 2	 Percussion 1  

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 3	 Percussion 2  

(Crash Cymbals/Triangle, Tambourine)

World Parts
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb

Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef

Grade 2
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Medal of Freedom
Concert March

FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 2:00
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