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PROGRAM NOTE

A vision quest is defined as a journey taken alone in the wilderness to find one’s 
spiritual and life direction. Bold themes and angular rhythms are contrasted 
with a poignant lyrical section that combine to musically depict this journey.

Commissioned by the De La Salle College “Oaklands” Wind Ensemble (Toronto, Canada) 
Premiere performance at the 2011 Ontario Band Association Concert Band Music Festival, Larry Shields, Director

Vision Quest
VINCE GASSI (SOCAN)

Grade 4

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 1 Piccolo
 3 1st Flute
 3 2nd Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon 
 3 1st Bb Clarinet
 3 2nd Bb Clarinet
 3 3rd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 1 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 1 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 3 1st Bb Trumpet
 3 2nd Bb Trumpet
 3 3rd Bb Trumpet

 1 1st F Horn 
 1 2nd F Horn 
 1 3rd F Horn 
 1 4th F Horn 
 2 1st Trombone
 2 2nd Trombone
 2 3rd Trombone
 2 Euphonium
 4 Tuba
 2 Mallet Percussion 1 

(Bells/Xylophone)
 1 Mallet Percussion 2 

(Chimes)
 1 Timpani 
 2 Percussion 1  

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 3 Percussion 2  

(Triangle/Crash Cymbals/ 
Suspended Cymbal)

SUPPLEMENTAL AND WORLD PARTS
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Eb Alto Clarinet
Baritone Treble Clef
1st Horn in Eb
2nd Horn in Eb
3rd Horn in Eb
4th Horn in Eb
1st Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
1st Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Vision Quest is intended to be a very dynamic and exciting work. Strive for a sense of mystery 
in the opening section with an increase in intensity at measure 19. As you know, close 
attention to dynamics and articulation is essential throughout the piece but especially in 
places such as measure 110, where the percussion can be softer and less intense. This will 
allow for a subtle build up at 118 and then gradually to the fortissimo at measure 134. The 
percussion section plays a vital role in helping the rest of the ensemble to maintain the 
energy throughout.

The tenor sax, euphonium, and horn should be very strong at measure 40. Keep striving to 
build the intensity through to the peak at measure 134. Here, the energy level starts to abate 
until measure 144, at which point a tranquil but expressive effect should be the goal.

Another increase in intensity is achieved by a fuller orchestration and an increase in dynamic 
level at measure 155. From measure 166 to the end we hear a recurrence of previous themes. 
Try to maintain a driving, rhythmic feel to the very last note of the piece.

Thank you for programming Vision Quest. I hope your band and audiences enjoy it.

All the best.
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FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 6:00
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