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Grade Level: 1½ (EASY)
(Correlates with Sound Innovations for Concert Band, Book 2, Level 2)

Of Distant Peaks
Robert Sheldon

Why do I live among the green mountains? 
I laugh and answer not, my soul is serene: 

It dwells in another heaven and earth belonging to no man, 
The peach trees are in flower, and the water flows on…

This ancient poem by Li Bai (701–762) served as the inspiration for this piece, written in memory of Daniel 
Stritchko, a young tenor saxophone player from Longmont, Colorado. The front range of the Rocky Mountains 
serves as the dramatic backdrop to Longmont, providing the impetus for the grandeur and spirit of this 
composition.

Of Distant Peaks was commissioned by the Altona Middle School Band, Longmont, Colorado, Dana Clanin, 
Conductor.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

INSTRUMENTATION

	10	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	 6	 1st Bb Clarinet
	 6	 2nd Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 2	 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
	 2	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 1	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 4	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 4	 1st Bb Trumpet
	 2	 F Horn
	 7	 Trombone/Baritone B.C./Bassoon
	 2	 Baritone T.C.
	 2	 Tuba
	 1	 Piano

Percussion—6 Players:
	 1	 Bells
	 2	 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
	 4	 Percussion 2 

(Suspended Cymbal/Triangle, Crash 
Cymbals/Tambourine)

	 1	 Timpani

Educational Packs
	 1	 C Treble Clef Instruments
	 1	 Bb Instruments
	 1	 Eb Instruments
	 1	 F Instruments
	 1	 Bass Clef Instruments

World Parts
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Eb Alto Clarinet
Eb  Horn
Trombone in Bb T.C.
Trombone in Bb B.C.
Euphonium in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Bb T.C.
Tuba in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Eb T.C.
Tuba in Eb B.C.
String Bass
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Of Distant Peaks
In Memory of Daniel Stritchko

Commissioned by the Altona Middle School Band, Longmont, Colorado, Dana Clanin, Conductor

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:30
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