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Q ackground: In 1897, Dr. Phil \Hanlon was asked by his eigh€year-0ld daughter, Virginia, whether Santa Claus
really existed. She had be oubt. Not sure how to answ N\ Hanlon suggested that Virginia send her question
to the New York Sun, tel{ that “If you see it in The S %0.” The newspaper editor qug printed a response
that has become a chariy1 fart of holiday folklore, assu\é that “Yes, Virginia, there i Claus.” Q
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