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INSTRUMENTATION

Optional Alternate Parts
1st C Flute
2nd C Flute
1st Bb Clarinet
2nd Bb Clarinet
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Tuba (Doubles Bass part)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums
Auxiliary Percussion 

(Maracas and/or Shakers, Cowbell)
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The title is a take on the popular video game Guitar Hero. Written in a Latin rock style, this piece combines both rock and 
Latin rhythms to generate a rhythmic sound often heard in today’s popular music.

For the drum set part, make certain that the toms are properly tuned. There is no rule on a specific pitch, just that they sound 
pleasant and have different pitches. Actually, tuning the entire set—something that is often neglected—will improve the 
resonance of the drums and ultimately enhance the sound of the rhythm section and ensemble. 

Take time to rehearse the percussion instruments separately to ensure that each player feels comfortable playing his/her 
part. Keep in mind that playing Latin percussion instruments is also a visual effect and therefore there is an interrelation 
between the body (posture) and the music (actual sound). As it is the case with any other musical instrument, proper pos-
ture is of the utmost importance. 

Make certain that all articulations and dynamics are closely followed throughout. Rooftop or marcato (^) accents are 
detached but not staccato—think “daht.” Hold long notes out to full value and direct the students to release together; it will 
make your band sound more polished. At measure 13, the background parts should not cover the saxophones. At measure 
39, the rhythm section should be focused to make certain that the quarter notes are not rushed and the pulse is steady. 
A suggestion to maintain accurate time on these quarter notes is to direct the players to think an underlying eighth note 
pulse, which should help even out the quarter notes. 

The open solo section at 65 has a suggested solo written for one, some or all wind instruments. Encourage the students to 
improvise their own solos. Measures 81–84 feature the drum set player and the Latin percussionists. The written part is very 
basic, but depending on the technical level of the players this section may be varied and expanded. Make certain that the 
small cowbell solo at measure 93 is audible. 

Enjoy!
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1st�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

2nd�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

1st�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone

2nd�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone
(Optional)

1st�BÑ�Trumpet

2nd�BÑ�Trumpet
(Optional)

Piano
(Optional�Electric�Piano�
w/Fender�Rhodes�Sound)

1st�Trombone

2nd�Trombone
(Optional)

2nd�C�Flute
(Optional)

Guitar
(Optional)

Bass

Drums
(Small�Cowbell)

1st�C�Flute
(Optional)

1st�BÑ�Clarinet
(Optional)

2nd�BÑ�Clarinet
(Optional)
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∑
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œb œ œ œ œk ‰ Kœn
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œb œ œ œ œ- ‰ Ôœb
œb œ œ œ œ- ‰ Ôœb
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.œ Ôœ .œ Ôœ
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˙ œ œb œ œn
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œ œ œn- œ̂ Ó
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˙ œ œ œn œ
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.œ> Ôœ> œ œ>
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.œ> Ôœ> œ œ>
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.œ>
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B
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Kœœœ ...œœœ>
œœœ
^ œœœ##n

^B

Kœ .œ œ
^

œn
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