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HOW LOVELY ARE THE MESSENGERS
PERFORMANCE NOTES

            “How Lovely are the Messengers” was written by Felix Mendelssohn for his
oratorio St. Paul. An oratorio is very much like an opera, in that it is a large work with
soloists, choir, and orchestra; however, the oratorio is always based on a religious text.
The text for this movement of the oratorio is based on the following verses in the Bible,
Romans 10: 15,18. St. Paul was composed by Mendelssohn in 1834-1836; the first
performance was at the Lower Rhine Festival in Düsseldorf, Germany on May 22, 1836.

            Mendelssohn is considered one of the finest writers of the early Romantic period
in music. The Romantic period is generally considered to be the years 1820-1900.
Mendelssohn was born in Germany in 1809; however, he was very popular in England
until his early death in 1847.

            The original setting of “How Lovely are the Messengers,” in the key of G major,
was for SATB voices and is generous in allowing each voice part to have dominant
passages throughout. This arrangement has been lowered to the key of F and a piano
part has been arranged to make the work accessible to SAB choirs. Great care has
been taken to preserve the original quality of Mendelssohn’s timeless work. I hope you
enjoy singing this beautiful choral setting.

Russell Robinson, Arranger
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Arranged by
RUSSELL ROBINSON

Reverently (q. = ca. 60)

Reverently (q. = ca. 60)

Copyright © 2010 by Alfred Music 
All Rights Reserved.   

To purchase a full-length performance recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads

Words and Music by
FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847)

for S.A.B. voices and piano
with optional PianoTrax CD*

HOW LOVELY ARE THE MESSENGERS
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love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace, how

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace, how

* PianoTrax 2 Accompaniment CD available (31290).

33064

3

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



9

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace.

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace, the

13 14

gos pel- of peace, the

mf

mes sen- gers- that preach us the

How

mf

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of

mf
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gos pel- of peace. How love ly-

peace, how love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of

21 23

To

mf

all the na tions- is

are they that preach us the gos pel- of peace! To all the na tions- is

peace, the gos pel- of peace! To all the na tions- is
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gone forth the sound of their words, to

f

all the na tions- is

gone forth the sound of their words, the

f

sound, is

gone forth the sound of their words, to

f

all the na tions-

f
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gone forth the sound of their words, is gone forth the sound of their

gone, is gone forth the sound

is gone forth the sound of their words, their
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words. How

mf

of their words. How

mf

love ly-

words. How

mf

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of

mf
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love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace,

are the mes sen- gers- that preach us, that preach us the gos pel- of

peace, the mes sen- gers- that preach us the
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40 44

they that preach us the gos pel- of peace. To all the

peace, that preach us the gos pel- of peace.

gos pel- of peace, that preach us the gos pel- of peace. To

45

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words,

To all the

all the na tions,- to
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49 52

to all the

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, to all the

all the na tions-

53

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, is

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, is

is gone forth the sound of their
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gone forth the sound of their words, to all the

gone forth the sound of their words, to all the

words, is gone forth the sound of their words, to all the

59

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, through out-

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, through out-

na tions- is gone forth the sound of their words, through out-
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all the lands their glad tid ings.-

all the lands their glad tid ings.- How

mp

all the lands their glad tid ings.-

mp

66

How

mp

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of peace, how

How

mp
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love ly,- they that preach us the gos pel- of peace,

love ly- are the mes sen- gers- that preach us the gos pel- of

love ly,- they that preach, that preach us the gos pel- of

74

they that preach us the gos pel- of peace.

p

peace, that preach us the gos pel- of peace.

p

peace, that preach us the gos pel- of peace.

p

p
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The Alfred Church Choral Series includes scripture references and seasonal applications in every anthem.  
The series includes original works, choral masterworks, and folk, gospel, hymn, and spiritual arrangements.

Alfred’s SingPraise series includes choral works with optional orchestration perfect for praise bands, 
chamber ensembles, and orchestra. Featuring music for contemporary and “traditional blended” worship, 
each anthem includes relevant scripture references.

With One Voice series contains the newest and freshest song titles masterfully adapted for SATB and SAB 
choirs by the finest arrangers and orchestrators writing for the church today, including Tom Fettke, Bruce Greer, 
Richard Kingsmore, Michael Lawrence, and Robert Sterling. Stereo and split-trax accompaniment CDs, as well 
as additional instrumentation, including usual substitutions, are also available for all applicable titles. 

Alfred’s Simply...Series makes popular titles accessible to EVERY CHOIR with its easy SATB voicings and 
accompaniments. Here you will find solid, ready-to-sing arrangements of the most desired worship songs of 
today, as well as established favorites. Time-tested, top CCLI songs, selected for their singability and lyrical 
content, are frequently blended with familiar hymns by the finest arrangers of our generation. As with other 
series, scripture readings and seasonal applications are included with every anthem. 

Inspired by the timeless treasures of this catalog’s rich heritage, Alfred’s H.W. Gray series offers new choral 
works for the discerning musician. These works frequently contain a more demanding accompaniment and 
inspire poetic imagery with scriptural relevancy.

Belwin Choral series is home for anthems suitable for presentation in church settings. In addition, they may 
be appropriate for community and civic use. In various voicings, Belwin Choral makes available arrangements 
of popular church related songs and original anthems. For select titles, Belwin Choral offers optional 
instrumentation and accompaniment trax CD.

alfred.com

Alfred offers a wide variety of sacred choral music that is appropriate  
for both worship and concerts. 

These publications provide inspiration while being useful and practical 
for choirs of all ages, from children to youth to adults, in worship, 
Christian schools and choir festivals.

Alfred Sacred Choral Music reflects our commitment to provide choirs 
with music that is both vocally appropriate and scripturally relevant.

Church Program Planning Made Easy—alfred.com
Visit the Alfred Website to preview music and program for the entire year.

• Preview Anthems
 Listen to full-length anthem recordings
 See and print anthem sample pages
 Select anthems categorized by scripture,  

season, voicing and author

• Listen to Excerpts of Cantatas, 
Collections and Children’s Musicals

•  Explore the Alfred Handbell, Keyboard 
and Vocal Solo Catalogs
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