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Christmas YNusic _Lfrom Bach

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Johann Sebastian Bach (March 1, 1685 — July 28, 1750) Born to a German family
of musicians, to Bach, music was the apparatus of worship and the line of demartation
between the sacred and secular forms was for him not decisively drawn. It hasibeen noted
that for Bach, music was primarily an adjunct to the service of God. From the daywhen
he copied a coveted manuscript in the moonlight, he began a lifelong ste@in, of copying
music and this irreparably injured Bach’s eyesight. Bach lost his sight completely
somewhere near the end of 1749. His life was the untiring pursuit of'@ purpose
unswervingly observed; a searching for all that was best ifl his ait,to refine,it in the fir€'%f
his genius.

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Frank Erickson (September 1, 1923 — October 21, 1996) Born in Spokane,
Washington, Mr. Erickson composed his first concert band number @hile a‘Senior in high
school. He began his writing career as a jazz arranger, and his interestin serious music
grew. He entered the University of SouthgryCalifornia as a composition major and
began arranging half time shows for the USC marching band. H€ has written such
perennial favorites as Balladair, Air for‘Band, Fantasy for Band, and Toccata for Band.
Many of his later works such as Perey Grainger Suite, Ballad for Peace, and Percussion
Mpystique are well on their wayto becoming classics aSywell. Frank Erickson has over
600 publications inclu@ling 300 original works forband. He was active as a composer
and guest conductor botlinthe United States afdd abroad. In 1995, Mr. Erickson began
publishing his own werks. “This is one of his final numbers before his death in October of
1996.

ABOUT THE COMPOSITION

The Christmas Oratorionas produced as a whole in 1734, but was certainly
written by L733 46 celebrate theFestival of Christmas. It is the jubilation that streams
from the'open heart at the ement when neighborly love is most rife among Christian
men. Part [, “Come and Praise Him”, especially represents the feeling of devotion. Part
11, Holy Child”, brightens its effect without elaboration and carries on the jubilant
charaeter of the Gemposition. Part III, “Be Joyful”, is highly jubilant in character; an
irrepressible outburst, as it were, of the world’s rejoicing. The majestic flourish of drums
and trumpets 1 eminently grand in its effect and must have been far more so to those who
first heard.it,when these means of musical pomp were more rare in their use. Here is
musi¢lofithedield without its weapons; no thought is prompted of bloodshed, vengeance,
slaught€f; or hatred. The idea of joy is here to be expressed, and its expression is in the
mostfsonorous and brilliant tones.
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I1. Holy Child
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II1. Be Joyful
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