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Fantasy oh Themes from
Tchaikovsky

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Peter Tchaikovsky (1840-1893). A Russian composer, his father was inspéctor of the

government mines. Tchaikovsky’s musical progress was based upon impulse, rather. than upen
intellectual conviction. It was his sincere response to emotional impulse afid the freedom with
which he ranged over almost every field of musical creation which mad€ him as‘great as he was,
His music, with its strange combination of the sublime and thesplatitudinous,will always teuch:the
average hearer, to whom music is...and ever will be...more@ matter of feeling than of thought.
There is sure fire, human and divine in such works as “Romeo & Juliet”, “Hamlet”,Swan
Lake”, “The Sleeping Beauty, and “The Nutcracker”.

ABOUT THE NGER

Frank Erickson... September 1, 1923-Octdber 21, 1996. Frank Erickson wrote his first
concert band number while in high school, and‘his first piece was published when he was still a
University student. Erickson possessed a love of'order and disciplif€) striving always to identify
beauty with truth. This was notably inherent in,many of his wofks,, Erickson has written such
perennial favorites as Balladair, Air feryBand, Fantasy for Band'@nd Toccata for Band.
Although Erickson had a big influénce i providing original,works for band in his early musical
career, he recently felt thatyoung bafids today were hungry for the music of such serious
composers of the time, thus@ good part of his newér releases reflect this shift back to playing
transcriptions of orchestra and ‘piano music.

ABOUT PIEC
Frank Ericksondasseéd away beforethe could provide rehearsal suggestions for this piece. This
was ofie'of his final numbers.
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