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PROGRAM NOTES

Sergei Rachmaninoff was born on April 1, 1873, and raised on a large estate near the ancient city of Novgorod, Russia. His
father was an army officer and his mother was a wealthy heiress. By all accounts young Sergei was a problem child, but
he possessed an extraordinary talent at the piano. At age nine, he entered the College of Music in St. Petersburg. Because
of his natural gift, Sergei did not bother to study. To solve his discipline problem, Rachmaninoff was sent t
live with Nikolai Zvereff of the Moscow Conservatory (1885-1892), one of the leading music teachers in i is time.
After this, Sergei began his career as a concert pianist. In 1892, Rachmaninoff graduated from
honors, and in 1909 made his first visit to the United States, receiving an enthusiastic welcome.
every season thereafter.

He became known as one of the greatest pianists of his generation, and was also successf and comm
In Moscow, he was conductor of the Imperial Opera and later the conductor of th i .

refused permanent conductorship of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. In 19 r@fter
living in Switzerland until 1935, he immigrated to the United States and shortly death
(just five days before his 70th birthday).

As a composer, he was strongly influences by his childhood idol and fr kovsky. R off wrote 145
compositions throughout his career, including piano concertos and symp e mucha&maninoﬁ’s music,

which is characterized by dark, massive chords, ITALIAN POLKA is exuberant‘and festive, Si y, fantasy, virtuosity,
romanticism, and even humor are given their moments in this charming work. Rachm wrote ITALIAN POLKA after
a family holiday in Italy in 1906. While traveling there, he met atkeet musician singing t eapolitan song that inspired

the theme for this charming composition.

NOTES N UCTORQ E
Be careful to observe the many dynamic this piece, a t%to keep the style light and bouncy when
dynamics become louder. Also, takg care to fter dynami energy and spirit without dragging. | hope
you and your students enjoy ITAL LKA: 6
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Italian Polka

By Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
Arranged by Elena Roussanova Lucas

FULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 1:45
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