
Learning to read music in the early stages of playing an instrument is essential,
but it can often lead to frustration and slow down progress in playing.

By using Playing With Colour children will be able to instantly sight read from day one.
Learning to read music then becomes a gradual process that they can digest at

a speed that suits each individual.

Playing With Colour simplifies and accelerates learning.

The use of colour:

The use of letter-named staves:

Sight Reading and the move to conventional notation:

by using coloured notation, note reading
becomes simple and effortless. Because sight-reading is so
much easier, practising at home is less taxing, therefore
longer practice sessions become possible. The coloured
notation encourages children to carefully follow the music
and so the rules of notation become absorbed and
understood in a very natural way.

in book 1 note finding is
simplified. The stave lines are printed with the relevant letter
name. Constantly seeing the letter names of the lines helps
to instil this letter pattern in the memory.

this is
tackled alongside the theory exercises in a progressive way.
Short sight reading exercises that use conventional notation
(no coloured notes are used) are included in Books 2 and 3.
Book 3 also includes pieces without coloured notation. By
the end of book 3 children will be reading to grade one
standard without the help of the coloured notes.

Ongoing theory exercises:

Rhythm:

Teacher’s book:

Student’s book:

on most pages, the child is
required to answer a few simple questions. These are
designed to prompt the teacher to explain any new
features of the music and to identify any aspects that have
not been fully understood. The questions and answers have
been designed to be as brief as possible in order that
valuable lesson time is not wasted. But they are also
comprehensive enough to identify any weaknesses or gaps
in understanding.

children are encouraged to develop a ‘feel’ for
pulse and rhythm by reciting ‘walk’ and ‘hold’ to represent
the basic note values.

this provides a choice of keyboard or violin
accompaniments for each piece.

this has been designed to be appealing
and motivational for the young student. Many pieces have
fun illustrations and verses that will help to inspire and
motivate. A CD provides additional support to encourage
careful and enjoyable practice.
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me - lo - dy. Di - va D string sings for me.

Di - va! D string di - va Di - va! Di - va likes the

This sign is called a TREBLE CLEF.
It tells us we are playing TREBLE notes.

TREBLE notes are high sounds.
Other instruments, like the cello,

play low sounds. Practise drawing clefs by
tracing inside the lines.

Diva D

Open Strings

Wait and list - en, Read - y stead - y

Music is written on a set of five lines.
Look carefully at how these notes

are written below the 1st line.
This tells us to play on the D string.

Wait and listen!
Before you begin
you need to listen
to the introduction.

The words will help you
know when to start.

CD 1/2

Nancy Litten
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