CONTENTS

GETTING STARTED. .. ... .. ... ... ... .. ........... 4
A Short History of the Bass Guitar. .. .................. 4
TheBassGuitar . .. ....... ... ... it 5
BuyingaBassGuitar .. .......... ... ... . . . 6
Tuning Your Bass Guitar .. .......................... 7
Holding the Bass Guitar. . . . ......... ... . ... ... ...... 9
Finger Style or Pick Seyle? . ... ... ... ... . .. . L 9
Getting Acquainted with Music. . .................... 11
Getting Acquainted with Tablature . .. ... ..... .. ... ... 12
Sound Off: How to Count Time . . . ................... 12

NOTESON THE GORFIRST STRING ................ 14
Rests ... 17

NOTES ON THE D OR SECOND STRING . ............. 18

PLAYING NOTESONTHED STRING ................ 19

PLAYING NOTES ON THE G AND D STRINGS ........ 20
Minor Blues Rock. . . ... ..o i 20

NOTES ON THE A OR THIRD STRING ............... 22

UP STEMS ANDDOWN STEMS ... ..., 22
The Natural MinorScale ........... ... ... . ........ 23
Rockin"alaMode. . ... ... i 23
Sharps. ... 24

NOTESON THE FOURTHFRET. ..................... 25

NOTES ON THE E OR FOURTH STRING ... ........... 26
LegerLines. ... ...t 26

NOTEFINDINGREVIEW . ... ... .. ..., 27
Bass LineforaSwing Tune. .. ....... ... ............ 27
Flats. . ... o 28

NOTEFINDINGREVIEW .......... ..., 29
Flatsand Naturals ... ....... ... . ... .. . . . .. .. ..., 29
Flats, Sharps and Naturals . ................ ... ... ... 29
Key Signatures. .. ... i 30
The MajorScale .. ..... ... ... ... .. ... Ll 30
The FMajorScale. . ........ ... .. .. ... ... . ...... 30
RockininF.. ... ..o 30

THEKEY OF Bb. ... i ie i 31
The BbMajorScale. . ...... ..., 31
Moderate Jazz Bluesin Bb. .. ........................ 31
Eighth Notes (Quavers) . ............ .. ... oo, 32

WARM-UPS IN THE KEYSOFFANDBb .............. 33

BASSLICKSINTHEKEYSOFFANDBb.............. 34

THEKEYOFG ... ... 35

THE 2nd POSITION .. ... ...ttt 35
The GMajorScale . .......... . ... .. ... ... 35

Fragment from “Good King Wenceslas” .. .......... 35
The Old Soft Shoe. .. ....... .. ... ... ... ...... 35
Introducing Ties. .. ....... ... . i 36
Introducing Dotted Quarter Notes (Dotted Crotchets) . . . . . 36
Preparatory Drill .. ... ... .. . o 36
RockBassLineinG ......... ... oo, 36
RockBassLineinF....... ... ... ... ........... 36
Introducing the Slide . .. ... ... .. . . oL 37

The Accented Note. . .. ......... .. .. 38

: LICKS AND EXERCISES WITH DOTTED QUARTER NOTES,

ACCENTSANDSLIDES ........ .. ..o, 39
: G Major EXercises. . . ..o v ee i 39
{ THE3rd POSITION ..........oooiiiiiiiiinnniinn... 40
P THEKEY OF C vttt i aae 41
The CMajorScale .. ...ttt 41
Bass Line foraRocker .......... ... .. ... ..... 41
SYNCOPAtION. .« .ottt 42
Syncopated Exercises in Various Keys .. ............... 43
Rock Bass Licks with Syncopation .. .............. 44
: Heavy Metal Bass Licks with Syncopation .......... 45
! NOTES ABOVEHIGH G, Part 1 ....oovnneeeeinnn... 46
f THEKEY OF D ..ttt ieeaee e 47
: Fragment From “Joy to the World” . . .. .. ... ... ... .. 47
The D Scale with Repeated Notes .. .............. 47
: ROCKLICKSING,CANDD..............ccnne. 48
HEAVY METALLICKSING,CANDD................ 50
: The Dotted 8th and 16th Note Rhythm (Dotted Quaver and
Semiquaver Rhythm) . ......... ... .. ... ... ... 51
: BluesinC,inD,inF .......... .. .. ... ... ......... 52
P THEKEYOF A ..ottt 53
: Incomplete Measutes. .. ... ... 53
Bass Line foraCountry Song . . ... ..., 53
BASSLICKSIN A .. .ttt iieii i 54
Introducing Triplets .. ........ ... .. .. L. 55
; Bass Licks with Triplets. . .. ... .. . ... ... .. ... 56
! THEKEYOFEMAJOR. ....0ouiiriiiiinninannannn, 57
! NOTES ABOVEHIGH C,Part 2 .. ...........ccovenn.. 59
! BASSLICKSINEMAJOR .....oovairnaiiaannaan.. 60
Introducing Chords . . . . ... .. ... . .. L. 61
¢ PLAYING FROM CHORD SHEETS,Part 1 ............. 62
! PLAYING FROM CHORD SHEETS, Part2 ............. 64
The 8th Rest (Quaver Rest). . .. ....... . ..., 65
NOTES ABOVEHIGHC,Part3 ...................... 66
Study with High F .o oooeeie oo 67
BASSLINESINFMAJOR .. ... .ot 67
PLAYING FROM CHORD SHEETS,Part3 ............. 68
PLAYING FROM CHORD SHEETS, Part4 ............. 69
: The IVIIV V Progression. . .. ...................... 69
{ NOTES ABOVEHIGH C,Part4 .................ou.. 70
LICKS AND EXERCISESINGMAJOR ................ 71
: G Major Exercise with High Féand G................. 71
PLAYING FROM CHORD SHEETS,Part5 ............. 72
BluesinBb .. ... .. .. .. . .. 73
ROCK AND ROLL LICKS FROM THE 1950s. . .......... 74
THE 1960s. . . ..ottt it it 77
THE 1970s. . oo oo et e e e i iennan 79
THE 1980s. . . ..ottt e e e i eana 82
THE 1990s. . ..ot e i e e i i e e 84
COMPLETECHORD CHART .............iniuinnen. 87
BASS GUITAR FINGERBOARD CHART .............. 88



Notes on the D or Second String
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If you have difficulty making a clear sound when playing the note F using the
3rd finger, try adding the 4th finger until you build up the strength of your
third finger.

A WRONG A RIGHT
Finger is too far from fret; Finger is on top of the fret; Finger is close to the fret without
sound is “buzzy” and unclear. sound is muffled and unclear. actually touching 1t.
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